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1. Introduction 

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report supports an application by Eastleigh 

Borough Council (EBC, the Applicant). The PAC Report details the consultation activity 

carried out by the Applicant in relation to the proposed Allington Lane Solar Farm which 

includes the installation of solar panels, and ancillary development on unused agricultural 

land off Allington Lane; approximately 2.5 km to the southeast of Eastleigh in the 

Hampshire County Council area. 

Comments and feedback received from the Public Consultation Events have been collated 

and reported within this PAC Report. Furthermore, the PAC Report demonstrates how the 

Applicant has responded to comments, and how the feedback received has shaped the 

design of the proposed development. 

This PAC Report has been prepared to accompany the planning application to EBC. 
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2. Summary of Consultation Activity 

A Pre-Application advice request was sent to EBC 3rd of February 2023 with a detailed 

response received on the 3rd April 2023 (Ref: Q/23/94598), listed in Appendices A and G.  

A formal Screening Request was submitted to EBC on 27th July 2023, followed by a 

Screening Response issued by EBC on 9th October 2023 (Ref: V/23/95757) confirming the 

proposed development to be non-EIA.  

The Applicant commenced local community consultation for the proposed development in 

May 2023. An email was circulated to West End Parish Council to introduce the proposed 

development and seek their advice in relation to a suitable venue for a Public Consultation 

Event.  

The consultation event for the proposed development took place on 19th July 2023, at 

West End Parish Centre, West End, Eastleigh, SO30 3FE. The event was attended by 5 

members of the public, the comments received were focussed on the suitable setbacks to 

residential properties that had been included and to maintain their views, attendees 

enquired about impacts from traffic, and attendees enquired about where the grid 

connection point was.  

Key matters that arose are outlined in Section 3. Feedback from the above has helped to 

shape and inform the final layout of the proposed development. 

2.1. Public Consultation Events 

2.1.1. July 2023 Public Consultation Event 

A public consultation exercise was undertaken by the Applicant on the 19th of July 2023, 

at West End Parish Centre, West End, Eastleigh, SO30 3FE. Itchen Valley Country Park 

was highlighted as an alternative proposed location but feedback from the Parish Council 

was that the Parish Centre was easier to access and was more of a community hub that’s 

used regularly. 

 

Ahead of the event, flyers were hand delivered to 49 identified local households within 

500m of the boundary the proposed development area. Flyers were also placed in the 

Parish Centre in West End and the event was publicised on the Parish Council’s Facebook 

page. A copy of the flyer is provided in Appendix B. The flyer provided a website link1 to 

allow those unable to attend the event to still find out about the project and provide their 

feedback. The website provided key project information including the proposed plan for 

development, a copy of the information boards and an online survey. 

 

Locogen notified West End Parish Council of the event and encouraged them to attend 

(with a Council Meeting being held at the same location, on the same date).  

 

The event was attended by 5 people who used the sign in sheet including a local councillor. 

The vast majority who attended lived within the West End postcode area. A summary of 

the consultation feedback is provided in Section 3 of this Report. Figure 1 below shows the 

boards set up in the hall ahead of the event. 

 

 

 

1 https://locogen.com/allingtonlane-solar-project/  

https://locogen.com/allingtonlane-solar-project/
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Figure 1: Photograph of the information boards set up at the event 
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3. Key Matters Arising from Consultation 

This section sets out the key issues raised during the pre-application consultation period 

in both public events and meetings with stakeholders and local residents, along with a 

response from the Applicant on how the issues raised have been addressed. 

Consultation Comment Applicant Response 

Residential 

amenity 

Set back distances from 

properties. 

Whilst views from private properties are not material 

considerations, the Applicant has worked with those 
neighbouring the proposed development to increase 
setback distances and provided screening from the 
key views/aspects. 

Location of energy storage 
facilities. 

The Applicant has repositioned the energy storage 
facility further away from Hogwood and Allington 
Lane. 

The amendments to the layout between consultation 
events are demonstrated in the Consultation Event 
Boards included in Appendix C of this Report 

Local path network. Access to core paths close to the site would be 
maintained during construction. 

There are no core paths within the site and therefore 
there will be no direct impact during any construction 
and operation if the site is consented.  

There is the potential for improvements to the local 
connectivity of public access that has been 
highlighted in the application documents.   

Site Selection Site Location. The Applicant has detailed the site selection process 
in the Planning, Design and Access Statement (PDAS) 
accompanying the Application. 

The project has been designed specifically in terms of 
its scale and location to match the currently available 

grid export capacity made available from the 
Distribution Network Operator (DNO). 

The site has been designed to fit within the physical 
confines of several fields off Allington Lane, allowing 
it to be sympathetically incorporated into the existing 
landscape, alongside additional native hedgerow 
planting to bolster the pre-existing hedgerows, 
providing additional screening.  

Use of agricultural land. The Applicant has provided an Agricultural Land 
Classification Report in Appendix H of the PDAS. The 
site was originally unused agricultural land with the 
majority of the site being classed as Subgrade 3b and 
some small areas being classed as Grade 4, both 
being classified as non-prime agricultural land, with 
prime agricultural land being defined as that graded 
at 1, 2 and 3a.  

Ground mount solar makes up just under 0.1% of 
land within the UK as of 2022, and this figure will 
likely rise to 0.3% by 2035. As a result of these low 
levels, the security of agricultural farmland 
throughout the UK is not at risk from solar. This 
development offers the potential for sheep to graze 
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around and beneath the panels once the site is 
operational.  

Installing a solar farm on land that is currently 
unused agricultural land also allows the ground to 
generate income for the farmer, potentially 
increasing farming production through the proposed 
sheep grazing and providing a BNG to the local area 
across the lifetime of the project. 

Environmental Impact on Wildlife. The Applicant has carried out a Phase 1 Ecological 
Assessment which is included in the Ecological Impact 
Assessment in Appendix B of the PDAS which 
accompanies this Application. 

A gap of 10-15cm will be left below the security fence 
to allow wildlife to move between the proposed 
development and surrounding fields.  

The Applicant will continue to work with the ecologist, 
closest neighbours to the site and the Council to 
identify opportunities for habitat improvements and 
ecological enhancements to be incorporated into the 
project. These enhancements will form part of the 
overall planning application submission and ensure 
the project achieves a BNG across its lifetime. 

Reinstatement on Completion 

of Operations. 

This is likely to be dealt with via planning conditions 

should the project be consented, and if not via the 
terms of the lease with the landowner. This will oblige 
the developer to put arrangements in place to 
guarantee funds are available to restore the site to 
its former condition after the operational period of the 
site is complete. 

Landscape 

and Visual 

Potential of visual impacts to 
local residents through 
reflections from solar panels. 

The Applicant has carried out a glint and glare 
assessment in the PDAS which accompanies this 
Application and demonstrates that there would be no 
glint and glare impact on local residents. 

The applicant has also proposed the extensive 
planting of native hedgerows to fill in any gaps that 
exist in the pre-existing hedgerows onsite to ensure 
the site will not be visually intrusive for local sensitive 
receptors.  

Construction 

Impacts 

Construction and Traffic. The Applicant has undertaken a traffic and transport 
assessment and a noise assessment, both of which 
accompany the Application in Appendix E and F of the 
PDAS respectively. 

A dual haul route was proposed and determined upon 
after assessing the rail bridge on Allington Lane as 
being sub-optimal for routing HGV traffic. Both 
proposed haulage routes have been assessed as 
appropriate. The new link road presents an 
appropriate link to the north of Allington Lane, 
avoiding routing traffic through the constrained 
bridge. The haul route road width, structure, traffic 
count data and road traffic accident data have all 
been analysed and no significant effects are predicted 
to the road network which connects the site to the 

M27. 

Given the rural landscape and generally flat 
topography on Allington Lane, visibility and swept 
path of the site access junctions have been assessed 
and engineered to obtain a safe and practical site 
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access arrangement. Hogwood Lane has been 
assessed to be unsuitable for public use except by 
specific road end users and so the maximum visibility 
achievable (REF) has been reached for the two site 
entrances which, along with consultation with road 
users will allow safe use by HGVs. 

The operational use of the site is estimated to be 15 
– 20 LGVs per year which is considered acceptable 
and a betterment to common alternative land uses 
such as housing development and agricultural land. 
The daily peak average HGV trip is estimated to be 
six, which is considered a safe and acceptable impact 
for the construction phase of the development. 

Construction Traffic Management measures have 
been suggested in outline the form of the draft CTMP. 
A more detailed version of the CTMP can be agreed 
with the planning authority prior to the start of 
construction and can be secured through the use of 
suitably worded planning conditions. 

Socio-

Economic and 

Community 

Benefit 

Impact on Property Prices. Whilst under UK law there is no right to a view over 
neighbouring land and property prices are not 
material planning considerations however the 
Applicant recognises that the development should be 
sensitively designed to reduce impact on 
neighbouring properties. Locogen engaged with near 
neighbours to assess the views from their properties 
and in response to feedback have accommodate 
changes including adjusting setbacks and introducing 
screening in the form of native hedgerows. 

Impact on Human Health: 
Vibration. 

Solar racking is designed to bear the load of the PV 
modules, as well as additional load factors including 
seismic, weather and wind forces. The design and 
installation of the racking account for these 
continuous forces on the site. Additionally all noisy 
infrastructure such as inverters have been located 
with appropriate setbacks to avoid generating 
unacceptable noise impacts. A full Noise Assessment 
is located in Appendix F of the PDAS. 
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4. Conclusion 

The Applicant has sought to engage meaningfully with the local community about the 

proposed development in advance of the formal planning submission. the Applicant has 

followed best practice on Community Engagement and public consultation. 

The changes to the proposed development as a result of this feedback have reduced the 

area of solar panels of the proposed development and increased the areas of native 

hedgerow screening to reduce any visual intrusion for local sensitive receptors. This 

demonstrates that the Applicant is committed to achieving a balance between the material 

concerns of the local community and positive climate impact resulting directly from the 

proposed Allington Lane Solar Farm development. 
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Appendix A. Consultation Activity 

The timeline and details of the consultation activities are detailed here.  

Consultation Activity Date 

Emails Initial email to Eastleigh Borough Council Planning 
Department to introduce project. 

January 2023 

Initial email to West End Parish Council to introduce project. May 2023 

Invitation for West End Parish Council to attend Community 
Consultation Event. 

July 2023 

Flyers and 
Posters 

Flyers were distributed to private residences within 0.5 km of 
the proposed development. Posters were distributed in public 
and community spaces ahead of the Community Consultation 
Event. 

July 2023 

Meetings Meetings with Eastleigh Borough Council. January 2023-July 2023 

Public 
Consultation 
Event 

Community Consultation Event July 2023 

Consultation 
with 
Eastleigh 
Borough 
Council 

Pre application advice and discussion with Planning 
Department and other Departments 

January 2023-Present 

Pre-Application EIA Screening July-October 2023 
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Appendix B. Public Consultation Event Flyers and 

Website Post 

Flyer that was sent to local residents and posted in West End Parish Centre- 13th 

July 2023  
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Site Layout Plan posted on Locogen’s website - 10th July 2023  
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Public Submission Form posted on Locogen’s website - 10th July 2023 
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Appendix C. Community Consultation Event Boards 

Boards from July 2023 Community Consultation Event 
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