X/24/97685– Mortimers Farm, Mortimers Lane, Fair Oak, SO50  7EA

Context. 
This almost complete farmstead contains three individually listed buildings in addition
to curtilage buildings and some modern additions which detract from the original therefore causing harm to their setting. Formerly all were in the same ownership but 
the main farmhouse is in separate ownwership and not part of this application site but does however still form part of the setting. The listed structures are The Farmhouse, the main barn and the granary.

Although having suffered various changes over the centuries as agricultural fortunes have ebbed and flowed, the main bones of the steading remain in easily recognizable form and in reasonable condition. The ground is clay, so not too easy to work, and has lately just been used for cattle grazing, hence the modern farm building to the rear as the older ones were unsuitable, being small and horse friendly rather than tractor friendly. The locality has been earmarked to help satisfy the housing requirement in the future.

The Proposal.
This revision is for a slightly altered plan and elevations to barn B, involving the alteration of the first floor layout to align more closely with the existing structure of the building. This move separates the bedrooms from the outside gable wall with windows, necessitating new roof-lights to give the space direct access to the outside.

The revision provides two new pairs of roof-lights front and rear to give light and ventilation to the two first floor bedrooms.  These need to be black metal conservation roof-lights set with the glass level with the top surface of the tiling.
Given the large area of tiling on the roof, these roof-lights will hardly notice and make for an improved internal layout more sympathetic to the original building.

Additionally, a ground floor bedroom window at the rear has been moved closer to the corner of the building, which is closer to the proposed bed position.

Conclusion.
These minor amendments are acceptable.

18.07.2024.

Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA.
Built Heritage Consultant. 
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