
BIO Diversity Exemption 

Self-build and custom build applications 

You must meet all of the following conditions to qualify for an exemption as a self-
build or custom build. 

The development must:   

• consist of no more than 9 dwellings – only 1 No dwelling 

• be on a site that has an area no larger than 0.5 hectares – less than 0.5h 

• consist exclusively of dwellings that are self-build or custom housebuilding 
as defined in section 1(A1) of the Self-build and Custom Housebuilding Act 
2015 – self build development 

Find out more about what qualifies as self-build and custom housebuilding. 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/17/section/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/17/section/1
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/self-build-and-custom-housebuilding

