F/24/98269 – River Hamble in Bursledon Pool opposite 
                      Swannick Marina, between piles V23 and V24.

Context.
Piles V23 and V24 are situate toward the southern end of zone 1a in the Old Bursledon Conservation Area Appraisal as last reviewed in 2012.  The north end of this area, just around this bend in the river is the limit of navigation for any masted boats created by the road bridge for the A27.

These piles are opposite two listed buildings in a group of three comprising Myrtle Cottage, The Jolly Sailor Public House and Ewers to the north; any change here then affects the setting of these heritage assets. 

The Proposal.
The idea is to add a pontoon between these two piles to facilitate the mooring of sailing yachts either side of it.  Pontoons of this nature are typically in the order of half a metre or so high above the waterline, so low profile.  Their purpose is to give more separation between the boats, ensuring their masts do not engage if rocking due to excessive wash from passing boats and greater safety for those embarking and disembarking from the yachts than directly into a tender.

These pontoons are often of a similar length to the boats moored alongside which combined with their low profile means they do not stand out while the boats are in harbour and only a little when un-occupied.  In view of the benefits this solution provides there are now many instances of this mean’s of mooring boats, as can be seen on the river.

Conclusion.
This is a now a traditional means of ‘parking’ a boat on the river as evidenced by their frequency which provides some of the advantages of a marina without the rigidity, maintaining some of the truly traditional forms of mooring, more in keeping with the individuality of the river.  No objection.

07.10.2024.

Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA.
Built Heritage Consultant. 
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