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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Wardell Armstrong has been commissioned by Bloor Homes Southern to produce a 

Minerals Management Plan (MMP) for a proposed development at Land south of 

Mortimers Lane, Eastleigh.   

1.2 The site lies within Minerals and Waste Consultation Area (MWCA) for Soft Sand as 

defined in the adopted Hampshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2013 for 

Portsmouth, Southampton, New Forest National Park and South Downs National Park.  

A Mineral Resource Assessment has been prepared to address mineral safeguarding 

policy and will be submitted in support of a planning application relating to 

development on the site. 

1.3 The assessment identified that the site was underlain by the Whitecliff Sand Member 

consisting of soft sand. It went on to indicate that there would be limited scope for 

prior extraction of the minerals due to the quantity of mineral on the site, after the 

approximate buffer zone has been applied. However, it did indicate that there may be 

an opportunity to utilise on-site limited amounts of unprocessed material excavated 

from foundations.  

 

2 MINERAL RECOVERY PLAN - AIMS AND OBJECTIVES  

2.1 Hampshire County Council as Mineral Planning Authority has issued guidance for 

developments in Mineral Safeguarding Areas in the form of a Supplementary Planning 

Document (SPD) dated February 2016.  Chapter 3 of the SPD provides guidance on the 

aims and coverage of incidental extraction at the inset box following paragraph 3.5, 

which is attached at Appendix 1.  The relevant text is as follows:  

“Incidental extraction: Any preparation of the site for the development may result in 

extraction of suitable mineral that could be processed and used on site. This is the 

minimum level of prior extraction that the MWPA would seek as part of any non-

minerals or waste development in the MWCA, as these activities are likely to occur 

with any relevant proposed development. This may include excavating the 

foundations and footings or landscaping works associated with the development.”  
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3 DESCRIPTION OF THE DEVELOPMENT 

3.1 The overall development site comprises approximately 10.8 ha. However, the housing 

would only be built on the “development area” which is in the centre part of the 

application site and covers less than half of the total site. The development area covers 

approximately 7 ha, and the concept Master Plan which is attached at Appendix 2 

indicates the general layout of the development.  

3.2 These include: 

• The development area which includes new homes, amenity space, drainage 

features and ancillary infrastructure; 

• The potential development of a multi-functional community hub / retail 

facility; 

• The creation of a new road access onto Mortimer Lane to the north of the site; 

• The remaining parts of the site (approximately 3 ha) will remain as open green 

space around the proposed dwellings; 

• The retention of high-quality trees. 

 

4 ASSESSMENT OF THE POTENTIAL FOR THE RECOVERY OF MINERALS  

4.1 As part of the development there are potential opportunities to recover limited 

volumes of minerals in the following areas: 

Site levelling and grading  

4.2 Material will be available from: 

• Levelling and regrading works 

4.3 Minimal levelling and grading works are to be carried out on site.  However, once the 

top soil has been stripped there may be a limited amount of “cut and fill” required to 

provide an acceptable land form.  This will utilise on-site material cut from high areas 

of the site to fill lower areas if ground conditions allow. 

Construction of Dwellings  

4.4 Material will be available from: 

• Excavation of foundations  
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• Excavation of channels for drainage and other utility pipework 

4.5 The construction design of the dwellings will specify the depth and extent of building 

foundations and therefore, the volumes of material that will be excavated.   

Highways Access and on-site roads 

4.6 Material will be available from: 

• Excavation for road foundations/base 

• Excavation of channels for drainage and other utility pipework 

4.7 The construction design of the highways access and roads will specify the depth of 

foundations and drainage works required.   

Site Drainage 

4.8 Material will be available from: 

• Excavation of channels for drainage pipework  

• Excavations for water soakaways and holding chambers 

4.9 The development will incorporate a Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS) in order to 

manage surface water run-off. This will be the subject of a detailed design and will 

require the excavation of drainage channels and soakaways  or possibly holding 

chambers to hold water prior to discharging off site.   

4.10 The use of any mineral excavated from the site in the construction of the development 

will be considered at both the design and build stages of the project, in order to 

maximise the use of on-site minerals wherever possible. The extent to which material 

excavated from the site can be used will be determined by the quality and quantity of 

the mineral excavated and the specifications included in the design.   

4.11 Minerals excavated during the course of the construction works will be stored in 

stockpiles.  The operator will, wherever possible, try to keep higher quality sand 

separate from lower quality fill materials such as subsoils and clays, to ensure the best 

use of the materials arising on the site. 

4.12 Testing of sand samples will be undertaken where necessary to ensure they are of 

suitable quality for use.  Where material does not meet the required specification to 

be used on site, it will be assessed for either off-site processing or use elsewhere on 

the site as general fill material. 
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4.13 The use of any recovered minerals on site will be monitored by keeping records of the 

volume of minerals deposited in stockpiles or used directly on site.  The site manger 

will be responsible for keeping a daily record of the total volume of minerals extracted 

and stockpiled or used elsewhere on the site. The records will be made available to 

the Local Planning Authority on request. 

 

5 CONCLUSIONS 

5.1 As stated above, the aim of an MMP is to balance as far as possible the mineral 

recovered from the operations with site construction activity which would consume 

aggregate. The ability to use the limited volumes of mineral excavated from the site is 

dependent on the quality and quantity of the mineral excavated, set against the design 

specifications of the development.  The consideration of this at both the design and 

construction stages and careful on-site monitoring will ensure that the best use is 

made of any mineral recovered from the site during construction. 
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Appendix 2 Site Location Plan 
 





 

  

 


