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Services for Young Children 
Children’s Services Department
2nd Floor Elizabeth II Court South,
Winchester
Hampshire SO23 8UG

Telephone 01962 847070
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]To whom it may concern, 

Re: Application No: O/24/98619: Land South of Mortimers Lane, Fair Oak

Description: Outline application with all matters reserved (apart from access) for the construction of up to 245 dwellings (Use Class C3) and up to 350sqm multi-functional building (Use Class E - commercial, business or service or Use Class F2 - Community), with associated open space and play area, landscaping, SuDS, infrastructure, mobility hub and vehicular access off Mortimers Lane.

Thank you for consulting the County Council Services for Young Children team regarding the planning application detailed above. The local authority has developed comprehensive guidance for developers to address the requirement of supply of early years and childcare services to support the anticipated demands of families within the new housing supply.  
Guidance-PlanningObligations-and-DeveloperInfrastructureContributions.pdf

The level of demand for Early Years funded places is based on the size of the housing development. Early discussion with the Strategic Development team is 
recommended to determine the provision required. 

An understanding of Early Years need is set out in the Hampshire County Council Childcare Sufficiency Guidance (CSA). The Hampshire CSA is based upon a measurement of the supply and demand for childcare using both local and national statistics and a variety of data collected by the County Council. It has been reviewed at a district and borough level and collated into the Hampshire Childcare Sufficiency Assessment Hampshire Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2023/24  
The childcare market is made up of a mix of private, voluntary and independent childcare providers who offer a variety of services to meet the current demands in local communities.  The local authority provides a range of guidance and support to existing and new entrants to be self-sustaining in the market.   

The outline application proposes the development of up to 245 dwellings would usually be expected to generate 39 additional places for children aged 0-4 years.  Many families will be eligible for early years education funding for up to 30 hours weekly although many working families will also require additional hours to meet their longer hours working or commuting. This is based on a rounded figure of 0.3 children aged between 0-4 years old per new dwelling.  This requirement for early years and childcare places should be considered alongside other local residential and mixed developments.  

If you have any queries concerning the above, or wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me by email by completing a general enquiry form.  General Enquiry form


Yours sincerely
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Sarah Davey 
Childcare Development Officer 
Services for Young Children 
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Providing an outstanding service to children and families




