Planning Policy Input (I):  Application F/25/98865

Site Address: MACKOY STADIUM, VT SPORTS GROUND, PORTSMOUTH ROAD, BURSLEDON, SO19 9PW
Proposal A: Change of use to ‘open vehicle storage’ from ‘outdoor sport/recreation’

March 2025

Planning Policy
The Council adopted the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2016-2036 in April 2022, which forms the planning policy framework for the Borough up to 2036. 
Existing land use designations
The proposals are located on land protected as countryside under Strategic Policy S5, New Development in the Countryside and land designated as settlement gap under Strategic Policy S6, Protection of Settlement Gaps. 
Acceptability of the proposed development 
The Local Plan identifies and aims to retain the generally open and undeveloped nature of defined settlement gaps to prevent the coalescence of settlements and maintain their separate identities. Development within these gaps is only permitted if it does not undermine their function or threaten their open and undeveloped character.
The Local Plan moreover includes policies to protect the countryside from inappropriate development, ensuring that any proposals do not harm the character, appearance, or function of the rural area.
When assessing the proposal for vehicle storage in these sensitive areas, the following might be considered:
· Impact on Openness: Vehicle storage, especially if extensive, can significantly affect the openness of the countryside and settlement gaps, contrary to the objectives of both the NPPF and the Local Plan.
· Character and Appearance: Such a change of use may alter the rural character and visual amenity of the area, potentially conflicting with policies aimed at preserving the countryside's character.
· Precedent for Future Development: Approving this change could set a precedent for similar developments, undermining the purpose of settlement gaps and leading to incremental urbanisation.
Concluding remarks
In light of national and local planning policies, a proposal to change the use of land from outdoor sport / recreation to vehicle storage, on land located in both the open countryside and within a settlement gap, is likely to be inconsistent with the objectives of preserving openness, preventing urban sprawl, and maintaining the distinct identity of settlements. Such a development could harm the character and appearance of the locality, contrary to the principles set out in both the NPPF and the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan.
This view is subject to further comments being received from various Council specialists in relation to in-principle acceptability.


Planning Policy Input (II):  Application F/25/98865

Site Address: MACKOY STADIUM, VT SPORTS GROUND, PORTSMOUTH ROAD, BURSLEDON, SO19 9PW
Proposal B: Change of use to ‘parking associated with the football club’ from ‘outdoor sport/recreation’

March 2025
Planning Policy
The Council adopted the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2016-2036 in April 2022, which forms the planning policy framework for the Borough up to 2036.
Existing land use designations
The proposals are located on land protected as countryside under Strategic Policy S5, New Development in the Countryside, and land designated as settlement gap under Strategic Policy S6, Protection of Settlement Gaps.
Acceptability of the proposed development
The Local Plan identifies and aims to retain the generally open and undeveloped nature of defined settlement gaps to prevent the coalescence of settlements and maintain their separate identities. Development within these gaps is only permitted if it does not undermine their function or threaten their open and undeveloped character.
The Local Plan moreover includes policies to protect the countryside from inappropriate development, ensuring that any proposals do not harm the character, appearance, or function of the rural area.
When assessing the proposal for parking associated with the football club in these sensitive areas, the following might be considered:
· Impact on Openness: Parking associated with the football club, especially if extensive, can significantly affect the openness of the countryside and settlement gaps, contrary to the objectives of both the NPPF and the Local Plan.
· Character and Appearance: Such a change of use may alter the rural character and visual amenity of the area, potentially conflicting with policies aimed at preserving the countryside's character.
· Precedent for Future Development: Approving this change could set a precedent for similar developments, undermining the purpose of settlement gaps and leading to incremental urbanisation.
Concluding remarks
In light of national and local planning policies, a proposal to change the use of land from outdoor sport/recreation to parking associated with the football club, on land located in both the open countryside and within a settlement gap, is likely to be inconsistent with the objectives of preserving openness, preventing urban sprawl, and maintaining the distinct identity of settlements. Such a development could harm the character and appearance of the locality, contrary to the principles set out in both the NPPF and the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan.

