C/25/99013 – Charlies Barn, Manor Farm, River Hamble
                       Country Park, Pylands Lane, SO31 1BH.

Context.
This building is amongst the more modern part of the Manor Farm farmstead containing a number of listed buildings in the south-western tip of the Botley Conservation Area.  Together with Marks Farm, St. Bartholomew’s Church and a large house split into two known as The Old Rectory and The Little House also listed, form zone 6 of the conservation area where the village of Botley originally stood.

The Manor Farm farmyard, just metres across the lane to the eastern side of Charlies Barn, contains 7 listed structures, half of the total in this zone, including the church which is Grade ll* listed and therefore of national importance.

The hedging on the lane sides provides a visual buffer between this barn and the farm’s listed buildings, but can be visible from the wider setting of Brook Lane to the north-west.  

The Proposal.
The scheme is to demolish this barn, the largest of the three in the group to the west of the lane and clearly visible from Brook Lane as one travels east toward Manor Farm and lay stone in it’s place.

The building apparently dates from the post war period when home food production was still of the utmost importance.  It is metal framed with an asbestos cement roof and black corrugated iron sides – typical agricultural building materials of the time. 

Conclusion.
Although this structure does not immediately affect the setting of the listed buildings by virtue of the hedging either side of the lane, its removal would help to place the original farmstead in a more rural wider setting which would be an advantage.  As this type of building is all over the place and still being built, there is no historical need for retention.  I would be quite happy for this barn to be demolished, so no objection.

15.03.2025.

Tim J S Dyer, B.Sc.,Dip.Arch.(Birm), Grad.Dip.Conservation(AA), RIBA.
Built Heritage Consultant. 
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