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NPPF 2025 extracts:  

 

8. Achieving sustainable development means that the planning system has three  

overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be pursued in  

mutually supportive ways (so that opportunities can be taken to secure net gains  

across each of the different objectives):  

a) an economic objective – to help build a strong, responsive and competitive  

economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right  

places and at the right time to support growth, innovation and improved  

productivity; and by identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure;  

b) a social objective – to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by  

ensuring that a sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet  

the needs of present and future generations; and by fostering well-designed,  

beautiful and safe places, with accessible services and open spaces that reflect  

current and future needs and support communities’ health, social and cultural  

well-being; and  

c) an environmental objective – to protect and enhance our natural, built and  

historic environment; including making effective use of land, improving  

biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution,  

and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low carbon  

economy. 

 

48. Planning law requires that applications for planning permission be determined in  

accordance with the development plan, unless material considerations indicate  

otherwise. 

 

135. Planning policies and decisions should ensure that developments:  

a) will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, not just for the short  

term but over the lifetime of the development;  

b) are visually attractive as a result of good architecture, layout and appropriate and  

effective landscaping; 
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c) are sympathetic to local character and history, including the surrounding built  

environment and landscape setting, while not preventing or discouraging  

appropriate innovation or change (such as increased densities);  

d) establish or maintain a strong sense of place, using the arrangement of streets,  

spaces, building types and materials to create attractive, welcoming and  

distinctive places to live, work and visit;  

e) optimise the potential of the site to accommodate and sustain an appropriate  

amount and mix of development (including green and other public space) and  

support local facilities and transport networks; and  

f) create places that are safe, inclusive and accessible and which promote health  

and well-being, with a high standard of amenity for existing and future users  

and where crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine the  

quality of life or community cohesion and resilience. 

 

139. Development that is not well designed should be refused, especially where it 

fails to reflect local design policies and government guidance on design54, taking into 

account any local design guidance and supplementary planning documents such as 

design guides and codes. Conversely, significant weight should be given to:  

a) development which reflects local design policies and government guidance on 

design, taking into account any local design guidance and supplementary planning 

documents such as design guides and codes; and/or  

b) outstanding or innovative designs which promote high levels of sustainability, or 

help raise the standard of design more generally in an area, so long as they fit in with 

the overall form and layout of their surroundings. 
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