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Instruction and Scope of 
Work 

Instruction was received from Fair Oak & Horton Heath Parish Council (the 
client) to carry out a walk-over tree survey, in relation to likelihood of structural 
failure, on all trees with a stem diameter greater than 150mm (measured at 
1.5m above ground level) within falling distance of client-owned formal 
footpaths, focal points and car parks, and public highways (occasional, frequent 
or constant occupied target areas) located at the following twelve sites (the 
sites): 
 

A. Lapstone Playing Fields 

B. Lapstone Farm 

C. Knowle Park 

D. Horton Heath Community Centre 

E. Oak Walk 

F. Fair Oak Cemetery 

G. Knowle Hill Conservation Area 

H. Daisy Dip 

I. - 

J. New Century Park 

K. Upper Barn Copse 

L. Crowdhill Green 

M. White Tree Farm/Knowle Park Lane  

Please note: the letter “I” was not used as a site designation to avoid confusion when identifying 
tree numbers. 

 
The aim of this report is to provide an overview of the tree survey and to 
provide management recommendations to the person responsible for the risk 
management of the sites.   
 
TPO/CA status of individual trees or areas is unknown, checks will need to be 
made with the relevant local authority prior to commencing any works 
recommended within this report. 
 

Sites and Management All twelve sites are green spaces and recreation areas. All have public access, 
with some restrictions in place to protect wildlife at Knowle Park and Lapstone 
Farm. The main use is for community recreation with a strong management 
emphasis on conservation or recreation (depending on site). 
 
Given the public nature of these sites, risk tolerance is moderate. Likelihood of 
failure is the focus of any recommendations. 
 

Targets The sites are widely used by the public.  Primary targets are people, both within 
the site and external to it, and third-party property.  
 
Access restrictions to the sites, or adjacent third-party property, are not 
considered practical. Risk mitigation by target management has, therefore, not 
been explored. 
 

Tree Survey Methodology 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All trees, identified through the scope of work, underwent a systematic, visual 
inspection of their external surfaces (survey). This survey was carried out from 
ground level, and from within public or client-owned target areas, only. Trees 
within target areas categorised as rare occupancy* were not surveyed as risk 
would be considered low (indistinguishable within TRAQ from background risk). 
 



 

FOHH Parish Council Sites 

Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The aim of the survey is to identify any significant structural or physiological 
conditions of concerns (defects), evident at the time of the survey from public 
or client-owned target areas. 
 
Where defects were found with an imminent and/or probable likelihood of 
failure* for the survey interval period, and where consequences to targets 
would be considered significant or severe*, a tree risk assessment was carried 
out in order to assess the individual tree and provide a risk rating. 
 
Only trees where recommendations have been made were recorded and 
communicated in this report. These may be found in the Schedule.  
 
Tree tags were not used as part of this survey. The tree numbers relate to the 
plans shown in Appendix 1. 
 
A preliminary inspection interval has been set at 1 year. Therefore, for all trees, 
including those not listed in the Schedule, the default re-inspection period is 1 
year from the date of this report. 
 
*As defined within the Tree Risk Assessment Qualification devised and 
administrated by the International Society of Arboriculture.  
 

Generic Limitations Individual tree ownership was beyond the scope of this survey; trees not 
obviously within the site boundaries were not inspected. Obvious features 
were used (hedges, water courses, ditches, etc.) to determine the site 
parameters, where not instructed. 
 
Trees are dynamic, living organisms and their condition is subject to change 
throughout their lifetime. All observations and recommendations relate solely 
to the arboricultural condition of the tree at the time of the inspection. Trees 
should be surveyed periodically and after significant change to their 
environment or situation. 
 
It is not possible to eliminate all risk associated with trees because even those 
of apparently good condition can fail when the forces acting upon them exceed 
their inherent strength; some risk must be accepted to experience the benefits 
that trees provide. 
 
The survey involved minimal interference with the natural environment due to 
the emphasis on conservation management. Where vegetative ground cover 
and climbing plants obscured the survey of individual trees from the target 
areas, removal of these obstructions was only recommended where symptoms 
of defects, or target occupancy, gave reasonable reason to do this. 
 

Site Visits The tree survey was carried out on the following dates: 
 

A. Lapstone Playing Fields – 12/2/25 

B. Lapstone Farm – 17/2/25 

C. Knowle Park – 12/2/25 

D. Horton Heath Community Centre – 12/2/25 

E. Oak Walk – 12/2/25 

F. Fair Oak Cemetery – 17/2/25 

G. Knowle Hill Conservation Area – 13/2/25 

H. Daisy Dip – 13/2/25 

I. - 
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J. New Century Park – 13/2/25 

K. Upper Barn Copse – 13/2/25 

L. Crowdhill Green – 17/2/25 

M. White Tree Farm/Knowle Park Lane – 27/2/25 

Site Specific Limitations G.  Knowle Hill Conservation Area – Large areas of dense bramble understory 
prevents access to area to NW of site adjacent to 3rd party property. 
 
H.  Daisy Dip – Area of overgrown bramble prevents access to N area of site.  
 

Recommendations See Schedule. 
 

Reinspection Re-inspection must occur within 1 year, by March 2026. 
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Schedule 
Site Tree Ref. Common Name Diameter Bracket 

(cm) 
Height Bracket 
(m) 

Observations Recommendations Priority Re-
survey 

Lapstone Playing 
Fields A1 Oak 60-90 15-20 

Multiple cavities at base, old fruiting 
bodies on Western side of stem at ground 
level.  Canopy is sparse and lacks bud 
formation.  Delamination on limbs in 
canopy. 

Fell to ground level or to leave a 2m 
monolith/habitat pole. Moderate N/A 

 A2 Scots Pine 30-60 10-15 
Multiple limbs have historically split out 
from the canopy and large dead branches.  

Fell to ground level or to leave a 2m 
monolith/habitat pole.  Moderate N/A 

 A3 Elm 0-30 5-10 Dead Fell to ground level. Moderate N/A 

 A4 Plum 0-30 0-5 
Split at bifurcation point approx..1.5m/2m 
from ground level. Fell to GL Moderate N/A 

 A5 Oak 0-30 5-10 

Multiple split hanging limbs, potential 
mechanical damage from adjacent netting 
construction. Remove broken hanging limbs. Low 

March 
2026 

 A6 Oak 120-150 15-20 Ownership unclear 
If owned by FOHHPC then clearance of 
undergrowth to allow for future inspection. Low 

March 
2026 

 A7 Mixed N/A 10-15 Ivy obscures stems (x6) Sever Ivy to facilitate future inspection Low 
March 
2026 

 A8 Willow 0-30 5-10 Growth interfering with lamp columns. Prune to allow 1m clearance from light splay Low 
March 
2026 

         

Lapstone Farm - - - - - NO WORK REQUIRED AT THIS TIME  
March 
2026 

         

Knowle Park C1 Oak 150+ 20-25 

Mature open grown specimen adjacent to 
skatepark.  Upper canopy appears to be in 
decline.  Senescent fruiting body on 
ground at base of tree.  Suspected fallen 
Laetipourus from within canopy.  

Reduce the height of the vertical stems down 
into more vigorous lower canopy/epicormic 
growth, to create new canopy form (see 
picture for rough indication).   
 
Remove major deadwood throughout canopy 
over 50mm.  Moderate 

March 
2026 

 C2 Oak 150+ 15-20 

Mature Open grown tree.  Canopy appears 
to be showing dieback/retrenchment.  
Minor & Major deadwood throughout 
canopy.  Decay apparent on tension side 
of 2 low limbs to SE.  Historic split out with 
nesting box attached.  

Remove major deadwood throughout canopy 
over 50mm.   
 
Reduce 1x low limb adjacent to bench back to 
suitable growth point.  Historically split and 
reducing will relieve weight on main union (see 
reference picture in Appendix 2) Moderate 

March 
2026 
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Horton Heath 
Community 
Centre D1 Birch 0-30 10-15 

Failure of adjacent tree has left this 
exposed.   

Reduce canopy by 3m leaving a balanced 
crown.  Moderate 

March 
2026 

 D2 Birch 0-30 10-15 
Displaying low vigour and lack of bud 
formation. Re-inspect in 6 months Moderate 

Aug 
2025 

 D3 Birch 0-30 10-15 
Dieback within crown, multiple dead limbs 
throughout. 

Remove major deadwood & reduce by 
approximately 3m in height. Moderate 

March 
2026 

         

Oak Walk E1 Lime 30-60 10-15 

Bootlace mycelium underneath raised 
area of bark at ground level on N & E side.  
Indicates presence of Armillaria. 

Pollard to leave a framework at 8-10m from 
ground level. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 E2 Lime 30-60 10-15 Basal growth obscuring inspection 
Clear brambles & sever Ivy to facilitate 
inspection. Low 

March 
2026 

 E3 Lime 30-60 15-20 Basal growth obscuring inspection Sever Ivy to facilitate future inspection. Low 
March 
2026 

Fair Oak 
Cemetery F1 Poplar 60-90 15-20 

Loose bark at ground level on SE side.  
Large & small diameter deadwood 
throughout canopy.  Delamination on 
upper stem in canopy with woodpecker 
hole present. 
///smile.decreased.again    Reduce to a 2m monolith/habitat pole Moderate N/A 

 F2 Elm 0-30 5-10 
Dead tree adjacent to driveway 
///vibe.villa.forced Fell to ground level High N/A 

 F3 Monterey Pine 60-90 10-15 

Split hazard beam over fence line & 
footpath.  2nd in row   
///shops.planet.race Remove split limb back to stem High 

March 
2026 

 F4 Monterey Pine 150+ 15-20 
Deadwood over footpath.  7th in row. 
///quite.aura.split 

Remove major deadwood (over 50mm) over 
footpath & bench/seating area cemetery side.  Moderate 

March 
2026 

 F5 Monterey Pine 150+ 15-20 
Deadwood over footpath.  9th in row. 
///rate.party.ritual 

Remove major deadwood (over 50mm) over 
footpath. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 F6 Monterey Pine 150+ 15-20 
Deadwood over footpath.  10th in row.   
///rate.party.ritual 

Remove major deadwood (over 50mm) over 
footpath. Moderate 

March 
2026 

Knowle Hill 
Conservation 
Area G1 Willow 0-30 0-5 

Cracked hanging limb suspended over 
footpath. Remove split hanging limb. High 

March 
2026 

 G2 Oak 30-60 10-15 
Deadwood over footpath 
///youth.conveys.cabs 

Remove major deadwood (over 50mm) over 
footpath. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 G3 Oak (x2) 0-30 5-10 
Standing deadwood adjacent to footpath 
///headers.unfilled.pouting Fell to ground level Moderate N/A 

 G4 Sycamore (x3) 0-30 5-10 
Standing deadwood adjacent to footpath 
///lunching.flop.busters Fell to ground level Moderate N/A 

 G5 Oak 0-30 5-10 
Standing deadwood adjacent to footpath 
///farm.blush.self Fell to ground level Moderate N/A 

 G6 Willow 0-30 5-10 Standing deadwood adjacent to footpath Fell to ground level Moderate N/A 
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///flamenco.bombard.possibly 

 G7 Oak 30-60 10-15 
Deadwood over footpath 
///copiers.safari.yelled 

Remove major deadwood (over 50mm) over 
footpath. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 G8 Birch 30-60 10-15 
Bifurcated at ground level, standing dead 
///bagpipes.stewing.dancer Fell to 2m monolith/habitat pole. Moderate N/A 

 G9 Ash N/A N/A 
Ash Die Back is prevalent across the site in 
varying stages. 

Consider thinning out younger specimens 
across the site, selectively within falling 
distances of footpaths and 3rd party property. Low 

March 
2026 

         

Daisy Dip H1 Norway Maple 60-90 10-15 
Included union from ground level to 
bifurcation point & decay in the occlusion. 

Option 1 – Remove to ground level 
 
Option 2 – Pollard to leave framework for new 
growth at 6-8m from ground level. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 H2 Willow 0-30 10-15 Area of lapsed coppice stools Re-coppice group to 0.5m from ground level Low 
March 
2026 

 H3 Oak 60-90 15-20 
Deadwood above entrance to Daisy Dip & 
footpath. 

Remove major deadwood (over 50mm) over 
footpath Moderate 

March 
2026 

 H4 Oak 30-90 15-20 

Group of Oak trees on greenspace with 
footpath running through.  Major 
deadwood located over footpath 
throughout group. 

Selectively remove major deadwood (over 
50mm) over footpath throughout group. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 H5 Norway Maple 60-90 10-15 Included union at 0.5m from ground level. 
Reduce entire canopy by 2-3m and remove 2x 
low limbs encroaching onto 3rd party shed.  Moderate 

March 
2026 

         

New Century 
Park - - - - - NO WORK REQUIRED AT THIS TIME   

         

Upper Barn 
Copse K1 Ash 0-30 5-10 

Suppressed specimen growing over 
footpath towards No. 27.  Not viable for 
long term retention. Fell to ground level Low N/A 

 K2 Sweet Chestnut 30-60 (x4) 15-20 
Included union at historical coppice point.  
Previously tagged “077” 

Reduce 2x front stems (western side) back to 
the edge of the footpath, approx. 3m to 
alleviate end weighting. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 K3 Sweet Chestnut 60-90 (x3) 15-20 

Decay at historical coppice point.  Decay 
and loose bark noted at trifurcation point, 
1m from ground level 

Reduce entire canopy by approx. 4-5m to bring 
sail area below surrounding vegetation. High 

March 
2026 

 K4 Sweet Chestnut  60-90 15-20 
Dead standing tree within falling distance 
of 3rd party properties. 

Fell to ground level or 2m monolith/habitat 
pole High N/A 

 K5 Hawthorn 0-30 0-5 Fallen tree adjacent to footpath Remove fallen stem Moderate N/A 

 K6 Ash 0-30 15-20 Dead limb overhanging footpath. 
Remove dead limb to stem.  Daldinia 
concentrica at base of limb. High 

March 
2026 
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Crowdhill Terrace L1 Sweet Chestnut 0-30 5-10 
Suppressed growing on heavy lean over 
footpath. 

Located behind deer fencing, prune back to 
boundary fence line. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 L2 Hazel 0-30 5-10 Heaved & leant over footpath/fence 
Located behind deer fencing, prune back to 
boundary fence line to clear footpath High 

March 
2026 

 L3 Oak 0-30 5-10 Suppressed over footpath 
Located behind deer fencing, prune back to 
boundary fence line to clear footpath Moderate 

March 
2026 

 L4 Hazel 0-30 5-10 Heaved over footpath 
Located behind deer fencing, prune back to 
boundary fence line to clear footpath High 

March 
2026 

 L5 
Western 
Hemlock 30-60 15-20 

In latter stages of decline, top half of 
canopy is now dead. 

Fell to ground level (Check Ownership with 
FOHHPC) Moderate N/A 

 L6 Oak 30-60 15-20 

Hazard beam on low limb overhanging 
footpath.  Deadwood over footpath 
///funny.status.limit 

Remove major deadwood (over 50mm) over 
footpath.  Prune limb with hazard beam back 
to suitable growth point. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 L7 Oak 60-90 15-20 Deadwood in canopy over footpath 
Remove major deadwood (over 50mm) over 
footpath. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 L8 Oak 60-90 15-20 Deadwood in canopy over footpath 
Remove major deadwood (over 50mm) over 
footpath. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 L9 Sweet Chestnut 30-60 10-15 
2x Dead stems within historic coppice 
stool. 

Fell 2x dead stems to ground level (coppice 
level) High 

March 
2026 

 L10 Willow 0-30 5-10 
Supressed by adjacent Oak tree growing 
on lean over footpath. Reduce canopy back to footpath edging. Moderate 

March 
2026 

 L11 Ash 30-60 (x4) 10-15 

Several Ash specimens adjacent to 
footpath with varying stages of Ash 
Dieback. 

Fell 2x smaller Ash trees to ground level 
Fell larger Ash trees to leave 2m habitat pole, 
retaining crack &split in main stem. High N/A 

 L12 Willow 150+ 15-20 

Mature/Veteran specimen adjacent to 
footpath.  Tree is in latter stages of life 
and starting to decline with several large, 
failed limbs and hangers.  Hazard beam 
over footpath.  Large split and crack over 
footpath with cavity/hole through centre.  
Major deadwood in canopy.  

Pollard to leave a new framework for growth at 
approx. 10-12m from ground level.  Final cuts 
after cavities and splits so these can be 
retained for habitat.  Check Ownership with 
FOHHPC High 

March 
2026 

 L13 Oak 90-120 15-20 

Ganoderma sp. located at base of stem.  
Upper canopy showing signs of decline 
with minor & major deadwood throughout 
canopy.  

Remove major deadwood throughout the 
canopy and reduce canopy by 3-4m all round 
to reduce sail area. Moderate 

March 
2026 

White Tree Close M1 Oak 150+ 15-20 

Ganoderma fruiting body at ground level 
on western side.  Decay strip from ground 
level to approx. 1m on western side 
adjacent to Ganoderma bracket.  
Kretchmeria duesta fruiting bodies 
apparent on Western buttress roots. 

Reduce entire canopy by 3-4m to reduce sail 
area. Moderate 

March 
2026 

All measurements are approximate. “agl” = above ground level. 

Priority: 
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High  Within 3 month from report publication 

Moderate   Within 6 months from report publication 

Low  Within 12 months from report publication
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Appendix 1 - Site Plans 

Lapstone Playing Fields 
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Knowle Park 
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Horton Heath Community Centre 
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Oak Walk 
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Fair Oak Cemetery 
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Knowle Hill Conservation Area 
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Daisy Dip 
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Upper Barn Copse (North) 
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Upper Barn Copse (South) 
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Crowdhill Green (North) 
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Crowdhill Green (Central) 
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Crowdhill Green (South) 
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White Tree Close 
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Appendix 2 - Photographs 

A4 Plum 
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C1 Oak 
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C2 Oak 
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E1 Lime 

 

Armillaria bootlace mycelium at base of Lime 
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F1 Poplar 

 

Fruiting body at base of Poplar 
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H1 Maple 

 

Included union with decay to GL 
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L12 Willow 
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L12 Willow 

 

 

  

 



 

FOHH Parish Council Sites 

Page 30 

M1 Oak 

 


