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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

Ricardo Energy & Environment were commissioned by Southampton International Airport Limited to undertake 

breeding bird surveys in relation to proposals for a freeport development in the Southampton Navigator Quarter 

area and submit a planning application. The requirement for the breeding bird surveys in the Navigator Quarter 

is driven by the presence of suitable supporting habitat for breeding birds which includes scrub, woodland and 

grassland. 

This breeding bird survey report has focussed on the Network Rail field present at the Navigator Quarter only 

and the potential impact of the proposed development on breeding birds.  

1.2 SURVEY AREA AND LOCATION 

The Network Rail field site is located on the north-east side of Southampton Airport, centred roughly at 

Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) SU 46376 17800 and is shown in Figure 1.1. The survey 

area consists of semi-improved grassland, surrounded by broadleaved woodland and scrub woodland. The 

site is also adjacent to the River Itchen Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and River Itchen Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

1.3 OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the breeding bird survey were to:  

• Identify any legally protected species using the Network Rail field in the Navigator Quarter;  

• Identify any nationally, regionally or locally significant species using the Network Rail field in the 

Navigator Quarter, including Local Biodiversity Action Plan Species and Species of Principle 

Importance (priority species); 

• Identify key habitat areas for feeding and roosting for those species recorded; and 

• Assess the potential impact of the proposed development on breeding birds using the Network Rail 

field in the Navigator Quarter (if present).  

1.4 LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 

There are several different acts of legislation and guidance with particular relevance to birds, which are outlined 

below. This is a short summary of relevant legislation and guidance, that should not be considered a definitive 

legal opinion.  

1.4.1 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats Regulations), as amended, provides 
for the designation and protection of a network of 'European sites' (also termed national site network), including 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and SPAs. 

Regulation 43 creates the following offences relating to European Protected Species (EPS): 

• deliberately capture, injure or kill any wild animal of a European Protected Species;  

• deliberately disturb animals of any such species in such a way as to be likely to:  
o impair their ability to survive, breed, rear or nurture their young, hibernate or migrate, or  
o significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they belong;  

• deliberately take or destroy the eggs of such an animal; or  

• damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal.  
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Figure 1.1 Survey area at the Network Rail field (red line).  

 



Navigator Quarter, Southampton Airport: Network Rail Field Breeding Bird Survey  Report for Southampton International Airport Limited 

  Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Ricardo   Issue 1    04/11/2022  Page | 3 

1.4.2 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) provides for designation and protection of SSSIs, which 

are areas that represent the most valuable habitats in the United Kingdom (UK) for nature conservation. In 

addition, it is the principal legislation affording protection to UK wild birds. 

The Act creates the following offences in relation to wild bird: 

• To intentionally kill, injure, or take any wild bird or their eggs or nests (with exception to species listed in 
Schedule 2).  

• To intentionally disturb species listed on Schedule 1 of the Act whilst building or occupying a nest or 
intentionally disturb their dependent young.  

It also provides a mechanism of making any of the above offences legal, through the granting of licences by 
the appropriate authorities. 

1.4.3 Natural Environmental and Rural Communities Act 2006 

A number of birds feature on the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 20061, Section 41 
(S41), as species which are of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England. The Section 
41 list is used to guide decision-makers, such as public bodies, including local and regional authorities, in 
implementing their duty under Section 40 of the NERC Act, to have regard to the conservation of biodiversity 
in England, when carrying out their normal functions. 

1.4.4 Birds of Conservation Concern 

The Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) is a review of the conservation status of all birds occurring regularly 

in the UK. Bird species are classified into the following categories:  

• Red list (high conservation concern) species are those that are globally threatened according to 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) criteria. These include those whose population 
or range has declined rapidly (≥50 %) in recent years and those that have declined historically and not 

shown a substantial recent recovery; 

• Amber list (medium conservation concern) species are those with an unfavourable conservation status in 
Europe. These include those whose population or range has declined moderately (between 25% and 49%) 
in recent years, has declined historically but made a substantial recent recovery, rare breeders and those 
with internationally important or localised populations; and 

• Green list (low conservation concern) species that fulfil none of the above criteria. 

1.4.5 Local Biodiversity Action Plans 

Some bird species are afforded local protection through Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP), which lists 

species of importance in the local area. In relation to the Network Rail field in the Navigator Quarter, the 

conservation of habitats supporting any species listed in the Southampton LBAP and also recorded on site 

should be encouraged in accordance with the LBAP.  

1.5 LIMITATIONS 

The survey visits at Network Rail field were undertaken from 1st April 2022 - 6th July 2022. Due to mist present 

across the site on 14th April, visibility was categorised as moderate which may have impacted on species 

detection, particularly for fly overs.  

It is noted that this report deals with matters of legal significance but does not constitute professional legal 

advice. The Client may wish to seek professional legal interpretation of the relevant wildlife legislation cited in 

this document, which is summarised in Section 1.4.  

 

 

1 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (legislation.gov.uk) Accessed July 2021.  
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The conservation status of each species was also reviewed in accordance with the Wildlife & Countryside Act 

(WCA) Schedule 1 species, NERC Section 41 species, BoCC Red or Amber listed species and Hampshire 

priority species5.  

Information gained on the conservation and breeding status of bird species recorded within the survey area 

will be used to aid recommendations on habitat enhancement in order to support ‘notable’ species. The 

assessment considered bird species associated with coastal and floodplain marsh/ wetland, arable and 

pastoral land, and woodland and scrub separately.  

 

5 Hampshire Biodiversity Partnership (2020). Biodiversity Action Plan for Hampshire, Volume Two. Hampshire County Council. 1 – 31.  
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3. RESULTS 

3.1 DESK STUDY 

3.1.1 Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre data 

A total of three individual birds were recorded from 2010 – 2019 within the boundary of Network Rail field. 

These included nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos recorded in 2014 and two water rail Rallus aquaticus 

recorded in 2015 and 2016.  

A total of 71 bird species were recorded within 1 km of the site from 2010 - 2019. These include but are not 

limited to; black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros, cuckoo Cuculus canorus, hen harrier Circus cyaneus, 

kingfisher Alcedo atthis, and yellow wagtail Motacilla flava. 

3.2 FIELD SURVEY 

A total of 31 bird species were recorded during the breeding bird surveys at the Network Rail field (see 

Appendix 1).  Of the 31 species recorded, 12 were ‘notable’ species which included three BoCC Red listed 

species (greenfinch Chloris chloris, skylark Alauda arvensis and starling Sturnus vulgaris) and nine BoCC 

Amber listed, four NERC S41 species (dunnock Prunella modularis, skylark, song thrush Turdus philomelos 

and starling) and two are Hampshire priority species (skylark and song thrush). These are nationally and/or 

regionally important species. Of the ‘notable’ species recorded, six were probable breeders (see Table 3.1). 

Other confirmed breeders included blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus, long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus and carrion 

crow Corvus corone. Note that as the surrounding woodland is not within the boundary of the survey area, the 

majority of species recorded were within the adjacent habitat.  

Based on overlaying field survey results approximately four wren Troglodytes troglodytes and blackcap Sylvia 

atricapilla territories, two skylark territories and one greenfinch, song thrush, wood pigeon, dunnock and long-

tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus territory were identified (see Appendix 2).   
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Kestrel 

Falco tinnunculus 
Amber Possible Within survey area 

Individual resting in adjacent woodland and flew over 

the site on 06/07.  

Starling 

Sturnus vulgaris 
Red, NERC S41 Possible Adjacent to survey area 

Four individuals recorded in adjacent scrub habitat on 

10/05.  
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4. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

During the six breeding bird surveys conducted from 1st April – 6th July 2022 at Network Rail field, Navigator 

Quarter at Southampton Airport, a number of confirmed and probable breeding birds were identified with 

varying numbers of territories. This included ‘notable’ species such as greenfinch, skylark, wood pigeon, song 

thrush and wren (probable). Additionally, blue tit, long-tailed tit and carrion crow were confirmed breeders at 

the site. No WCA Schedule 1 species were identified during the surveys. However, one record of nightingale 

was received from Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre in 2014, which is a BoCC red listed species 

which has been recorded within the boundary of Network Rail field.  

Breeding activity was concentrated within scrub, scrub woodland, dense scrub and woodland habitat, and 

approximately two skylark territories were identified within the semi-improved grassland. Proposed 

construction works that require the permanent loss of scrub, woodland and grassland habitat will result in the 

loss of potential bird breeding habitat. Due to biodiversity net gain legislation, the permanent loss of suitable 

breeding habitat due to the proposed freeport development will need to be compensated, via a minimum of 10 

% biodiversity net gain. This may involve the identification of a suitable site for enhancement/ restoration. In 

addition, under the WCA (as amended), it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure, or take any wild bird or their 

eggs or nests. Therefore, the following mitigation measures will need to be implemented during construction 

works:  

• Where possible, construction works that require scrub, woodland and grassland removal should be 

undertaken outside of the breeding season (March – early August inclusive); 

• If construction works are undertaken during the breeding season, a suitably experienced ecologist 

must conduct a nest check at least 24 hours prior to the removal of scrub, woodland and grassland; 

• If an active birds nest is identified, works may be suspended and a suitable work exclusion buffer 

installed around the nest (buffer size is species dependent); and  

• Works may only re-commence once the chicks have fledged and the supervising ecologist confirms 

that is nest is no longer in use.  

In conclusion, Network Rail field supports both nationally and regionally protected breeding birds. Proposed 

construction works to facilitate the freeport development will result in the loss of suitable bird breeding habitat. 

Appropriate mitigation measures will need to be implemented during construction works to prevent adverse 

impacts on birds present. In addition, the permanent loss of suitable breeding habitat may also require 

compensation via biodiversity net gain in order to prevent potential localised and long-term impacts on 

population abundance and resilience.   
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Appendix 2 Breeding bird territory maps
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

Ricardo Energy & Environment were commissioned by Southampton International Airport Limited to undertake 

breeding bird surveys in relation to proposals to implement a development in the Southampton Navigator 

Quarter area and submit a planning application. The requirement for the breeding bird surveys in the Navigator 

Quarter is driven by the presence of suitable supporting habitat for breeding birds which includes scrub, 

woodland and grassland. 

This breeding bird survey report has focussed on the north-east field present at the Navigator Quarter only 

and the potential impact of the proposed development on breeding birds.  

1.2 SURVEY AREA AND LOCATION 

The north-east field is located on the north-east side of Southampton Airport, centred roughly at Ordnance 

Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) SU 46093 17643 and is shown in Figure 1.1. The survey area consists 

of semi-improved grassland and scrub, surrounded by broadleaved woodland and scrub woodland. The site 

is also adjacent to the River Itchen Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and River Itchen Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

1.3 OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the breeding bird survey were to:  

• Identify any legally protected species using the north-east field of the Navigator Quarter;  

• Identify any Nationally, regionally or locally significant species using the north-east field of the 

Navigator Quarter, including Local Biodiversity Action Plan Species and Species of Principle 

Importance (priority species); 

• Identify key habitat areas for feeding and roosting for those species recorded; and 

• Assess the potential impact of the proposed development on breeding birds using the north-east 

field of the Navigator Quarter (if present).  

1.4 LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 

There are several different acts of legislation and guidance with particular relevance to birds, which are outlined 

below. This is a short summary of relevant legislation and guidance, that should not be considered a definitive 

legal opinion.  

1.4.1 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats Regulations), as amended, provides 
for the designation and protection of a network of 'European sites' (also termed national site network), including 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and SPAs. 

Regulation 43 creates the following offences relating to European Protected Species (EPS): 

• deliberately capture, injure or kill any wild animal of a European Protected Species;  

• deliberately disturb animals of any such species in such a way as to be likely to:  
o impair their ability to survive, breed, rear or nurture their young, hibernate or migrate, or  
o significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they belong;  

• deliberately take or destroy the eggs of such an animal; or  

• damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal.  
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Figure 1.1 Survey area at the north-east field (red line).  
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1.4.2 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) provides for designation and protection of SSSIs, which 

are areas that represent the most valuable habitats in the United Kingdom (UK) for nature conservation. In 

addition, it is the principal legislation affording protection to UK wild birds. 

The Act creates the following offences in relation to wild bird: 

• To intentionally kill, injure, or take any wild bird or their eggs or nests (with exception to species listed in 
Schedule 2).  

• To intentionally disturb species listed on Schedule 1 of the Act whilst building or occupying a nest or 
intentionally disturb their dependent young.  

It also provides a mechanism of making any of the above offences legal, through the granting of licences by 
the appropriate authorities. 

1.4.3 Natural Environmental and Rural Communities Act 2006 

A number of birds feature on the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 20061, Section 41 
(S41), as species which are of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England. The Section 
41 list is used to guide decision-makers, such as public bodies, including local and regional authorities, in 
implementing their duty under Section 40 of the NERC Act, to have regard to the conservation of biodiversity 
in England, when carrying out their normal functions. 

1.4.4 Birds of Conservation Concern 

The Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) is a review of the conservation status of all birds occurring regularly 

in the UK. Bird species are classified into the following categories:  

• Red list (high conservation concern) species are those that are globally threatened according to 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) criteria. These include those whose population 
or range has declined rapidly (≥50 %) in recent years and those that have declined historically and not 

shown a substantial recent recovery; 

• Amber list (medium conservation concern) species are those with an unfavourable conservation status in 
Europe. These include those whose population or range has declined moderately (between 25% and 49%) 
in recent years, has declined historically but made a substantial recent recovery, rare breeders and those 
with internationally important or localised populations; and 

• Green list (low conservation concern) species that fulfil none of the above criteria. 

1.4.5 Local Biodiversity Action Plans 

Some bird species are afforded local protection through Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP), which lists 

species of importance in the local area. In relation to the north-east field of the Navigator Quarter, the 

conservation of habitats supporting any species listed in the Southampton LBAP and also recorded on site 

should be encouraged in accordance with the LBAP.  

1.5 LIMITATIONS 

The survey visits at north-east field were undertaken from 1st April 2022 - 6th July 2022. Due to mist present 

across the site on 14th April, visibility was categorised as moderate which may have impacted on species 

detection, particularly for fly overs.  

It is noted that this report deals with matters of legal significance but does not constitute professional legal 

advice. The Client may wish to seek professional legal interpretation of the relevant wildlife legislation cited in 

this document, which is summarised in Section 1.4. 

 

 

1 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (legislation.gov.uk) Accessed July 2021.  







Navigator Quarter, Southampton Airport: North-East Field Breeding Bird Survey  Report for Southampton International Airport Limited   

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Ricardo   Issue 1    04/11/2022  Page | 6 

3. RESULTS 

3.1 DESK STUDY 

3.1.1 Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre data 

A total of seven individual birds have been recorded within the north-east field site perimeter from 2010 – 2019. 

These individuals included hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes (two) in 2012, redstart Phoenicurus 

phoenicurus in 2011, nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos in 2011, merlin Falco columbarius in 2010, cetti’s 

warbler Cettia cetti in 2015 and whinchat Saxicola rubetra in 2012. 

A total of 71 bird species were recorded within 1 km of the site from 2010 - 2019. These include but are not 

limited to; black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros, cuckoo Cuculus canorus, hen harrier Circus cyaneus, 

kingfisher Alcedo atthis, and yellow wagtail Motacilla flava. 

3.2 FIELD SURVEY 

A total of 43 bird species were recorded during the breeding bird surveys at the north-east field (see Appendix 

1). Of the 43 species recorded, 22 were ‘notable’ species which included nine BoCC Red listed species 

(including greenfinch Chloris chloris, herring gull Larus argentatus, linnet Linaria cannabina, skylark Alauda 

arvensis and starling Sturnus vulgaris) and 11 BoCC Amber listed, eight NERC S41 species (including 

dunnock Prunella modularis, herring gull, linnet, skylark, song thrush Turdus philomelos and starling) and four 

are Hampshire priority species (Cetti’s warbler Cettia cetti, gadwall Mareca strepera, linnet and song thrush). 

These are nationally and/or regionally important species. Of the ‘notable’ species recorded, nine were probable 

breeders (see Table 3.1). Other confirmed species included blue tit and long-tailed tit.  

Based on overlaying field survey results approximately six skylark territories (one adjacent), two song thrush 

and one Cetti’s warbler and whitethroat Curruca communis within the boundary of north-east field were 

identified (see Appendix 2). In addition, approximately four wren Troglodytes troglodytes territories and one 

territory for dunnock, greenfinch and starling.  
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hovering over field on 06/07 and two flushed during 

survey.  

Song thrush 

Turdus philomelos 

Amber, NERC S41, 

Hampshire priority species 
Probable 

Adjacent to survey area Individuals and pairs singing within adjacent scrub on 

01/04, 10/05, 16/06, 31/06 and 06/07.   

Whitethroat 

Curruca communis 
Amber Probable 

Adjacent to survey area Individual heard singing in scrub habitat adjacent to the 

south of the survey area on 14/04, 10/05 and 16/06. In 

addition, three birds recorded singing in small area of 

scrub habitat in the north-western corner of the site.  

Wood pigeon 

Columba livia domestica 
Amber Probable Within survey area 

Individual recorded in adjacent woodland on 14/04 and 

fly over on 31/06.  

Wren 

Troglodytes troglodytes 
Amber Probable Adjacent to survey area 

Pairs and individuals singing and calling during surveys 

on 01/04, 14/04, 10/05, 16/06 and 06/07 within 

adjacent scrub habitat.  

Swift 

Apus apus 
Red Non-breeder Within survey area Multiple pairs flew over site on 16/06 and 31/06. 

Kestrel 

Falco tinnunculus 
Amber Possible Within survey area 

Individual resting in small area of scrub habitat in north-

west corner of the site on 10/05.  

House sparrow 

Passer domesticus 
Red, NERC S41 Probable Adjacent to survey area 

Group of sparrows singing in small area of scrub 

habitat to north-west of the site on 31/06.  

House martin 

Delichon urbicum 
Red Non-breeder Within survey area Group of three feeding over survey area on 06/07.  

Starling 

Sturnus vulgaris 
Red, NERC S41 Probable Within survey area 

Multiple large groups (20 – 30) roosting in adjacent 

woodland, grassland and scrub habitat within survey 

area on 06/07.  

Mistle thrush 

Turdus viscivorus 
Red Possible 

Adjacent to survey area Individual heard calling in adjacent woodland to south 

of the site.  

Redstart 

Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Amber Possible 

Adjacent to survey area Individual heard singing in woodland adjacent to the 

survey area (east) on 10/05.  

Cuckoo 

Cuculus canorus 
Red, NERC S41 Possible 

Adjacent to survey area 
Individual heard in adjacent woodland habitat on 10/05.   
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4. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

During the six breeding bird surveys conducted from 1st April – 6th July 2022 at the north-east field, in the 

Navigator Quarter at Southampton Airport, a number of confirmed and probable breeding birds were identified 

with varying numbers of territories. This included ‘notable’ species such as dunnock, greenfinch, skylark, song 

thrush, whitethroat, wood pigeon, house sparrow, starling and wren (probable). Additionally, blue tit and long-

tailed tit were confirmed breeders at the site. Cetti’s warbler was heard singing adjacent to the survey area 

which is the only WCA Schedule 1 species recorded during the breeding bird surveys within the Navigator 

Quarter. Records of hawfinch (BoCC red listed and NERC S41), nightingale (BoCC red listed), redstart (BoCC 

amber listed), whinchat (BoCC red listed) and merlin (WCA Schedule 1, BoCC red listed) were also received 

from Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre from within the boundary of north-east field. 

Breeding activity was concentrated within scrub, scrub woodland, dense scrub and woodland habitat, and 

approximately six skylark territories were identified within the semi-improved grassland. Proposed construction 

works that require the permanent loss of scrub, woodland and grassland habitat will result in the loss of 

potential bird breeding habitat. Due to biodiversity net gain legislation, the permanent loss of suitable breeding 

habitat due to the proposed free port development will need to be compensated, via a minimum of 10 % 

biodiversity net gain. This may involve the identification of a suitable site for enhancement/ restoration. In 

addition, under the WCA (as amended), it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure, or take any wild bird or their 

eggs or nests. Therefore, the following mitigation measures will need to be implemented during construction 

works:  

• Where possible, construction works that require scrub, woodland and grassland removal should be 

undertaken outside of the breeding season (March – early August inclusive); 

• If construction works are undertaken during the breeding season, a suitably experienced ecologist 

must conduct a nest check at least 24 hours prior to the removal of scrub, woodland and grassland; 

• If an active birds nest is identified, works may be suspended and a suitable work exclusion buffer 

installed around the nest (buffer size is species dependent); and  

• Works may only re-commence once the chicks have fledged and the supervising ecologist confirms 

that is nest is no longer in use.  

In conclusion, north-east field supports both nationally and regionally protected breeding birds. Proposed 

construction works to facilitate the freeport development will result in the loss of suitable bird breeding habitat. 

Appropriate mitigation measures will need to be implemented during construction works to prevent adverse 

impacts on birds present. In addition, the permanent loss of suitable breeding habitat may also require 

compensation via Biodiversity Net Gain in order to prevent potential localised and long-term impacts on 

population abundance and resilience.   
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 
Ricardo Energy & Environment were commissioned by Southampton International Airport Limited to undertake 
wintering bird surveys in relation to proposals to implement a development in the Southampton Navigator 
Quarter area and submit a planning application. The requirement for the wintering bird surveys has been raised 
due to the proximity of the Navigator Quarter to suitable habitat (wetland, open water, river and estuary) and 
potential for the semi-improved grassland habitat present to provide functionally linked foraging habitat.    

This wintering bird survey report has focussed on Mitchell Way link road present at Navigator Quarter only and 
the potential impact of the proposed development on wintering bird populations, if using the site.  

1.2 SURVEY AREA AND LOCATION 
Mitchell Way link road is located on the north-east side of Southampton Airport, centred roughly at Ordnance 
Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) SU 45824 17830 and is shown in Figure 1.1. The site is adjacent to 
the River Itchen Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and River Itchen Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
and 5.4 km north-east of the Solent and Southampton Water Special Protection Area (SPA), Ramsar site and 
Lee-on-the-Solent to Itchen Estuary SSSI.  The Solent and Southampton Water SPA and Ramsar site are 
designated due supporting wader, waterfowl, tern and gull populations of international and national importance 
including black tailed godwit Limosa limosa, dark-bellied brent goose Branta bernicla bernicla common tern 
Sterna hirundo and Mediterranean gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus.  

The study area broadly comprised the following Phase 1 Habitat Survey1 classification habitats:  

• Semi-improved grassland 
• Broadleaved plantation woodland 
• Dense scrub  
• Scrub  
• Scrub woodland 
• Hard standing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Joint Nature Conservancy Council (2010) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey – a technique for environmental audit, ISBN 0 86139 
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Figure 1.1 Survey area at the Mitchell Way link road (red line).  
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1.3 OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the wintering bird survey were to:  

• Identify any legally protected species using the Mitchell Way link road at Navigator Quarter;  
• Identify any nationally, regionally or locally significant species using the Mitchell Way link road at 

Navigator Quarter, including Local Biodiversity Action Plan Species and Species of Principle 
Importance (priority species); 

• Identify key habitat areas for feeding and roosting for those species recorded; and 
• Assess the potential impact of the proposed development on wintering birds using the Mitchell Way 

link road at Navigator Quarter (if present).  

 

1.4 LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 
There are several different acts of legislation and guidance with particular relevance to birds, which are outlined 
below. This is a short summary of relevant legislation and guidance, that should not be considered a definitive 
legal opinion.  

1.4.1 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats Regulations), as amended, provides 
for the designation and protection of a network of 'European sites' (also termed national site network), including 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and SPAs. 

Regulation 43 creates the following offences relating to European Protected Species (EPS): 

• deliberately capture, injure or kill any wild animal of a European Protected Species;  
• deliberately disturb animals of any such species in such a way as to be likely to:  

o impair their ability to survive, breed, rear or nurture their young, hibernate or migrate, or  
o significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they belong;  

• deliberately take or destroy the eggs of such an animal; or  
• damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal.  

1.4.2 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) provides for designation and protection of SSSIs, which 
are areas that represent the most valuable habitats in the United Kingdom (UK) for nature conservation. In 
addition, it is the principal legislation affording protection to UK wild birds. 

The Act creates the following offences in relation to wild bird: 

• To intentionally kill, injure, or take any wild bird or their eggs or nests (with exception to species listed in 
Schedule 2).  

• To intentionally disturb species listed on Schedule 1 of the Act whilst building or occupying a nest or 
intentionally disturb their dependent young.  

It also provides a mechanism of making any of the above offences legal, through the granting of licences by 
the appropriate authorities. 

1.4.3 Natural Environmental and Rural Communities Act 2006 

A number of birds feature on the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 20062, 
Section 41 (S41), as species which are of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity 
in England. The Section 41 list is used to guide decision-makers, such as public bodies, including 
local and regional authorities, in implementing their duty under Section 40 of the NERC Act, to have 
regard to the conservation of biodiversity in England, when carrying out their normal functions. 

 
2 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (legislation.gov.uk) Accessed July 2021.  
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1.4.4 Birds of Conservation Concern 

The Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) is a review of the conservation status of all birds occurring regularly 
in the UK. Bird species are classified into the following categories:  

• Red list (high conservation concern) species are those that are globally threatened according to 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) criteria. These include those whose population 
or range has declined rapidly (≥50 %) in recent years and those that have declined historically and not 
shown a substantial recent recovery; 

• Amber list (medium conservation concern) species are those with an unfavourable conservation status in 
Europe. These include those whose population or range has declined moderately (between 25% and 49%) 
in recent years, has declined historically but made a substantial recent recovery, rare breeders and those 
with internationally important or localised populations; and 

• Green list (low conservation concern) species that fulfil none of the above criteria. 

1.4.5 Local Biodiversity Action Plans 

Some bird species are afforded local protection through Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP), which lists 
species of importance in the local area. In relation to the Mitchell Way link road in Navigator Quarter, the 
conservation of habitats supporting any species listed in the Southampton LBAP and also recorded on site 
should be encouraged in accordance with the LBAP.  

 

1.5 LIMITATIONS 
There are no bird species records publicly available within the site boundary to conduct a desk-based 
assessment. For example, no Wetland Bird Surveys (WeBS) have been conducted within the boundaries of 
the site. However, WeBS peak count data available for Allington gravel pit and Lakeside lakes, which are <1 
km from Mitchel Way link road will be reviewed to inform the wintering bird report on localised activity.  

The survey visits at Mitchel Way link road were undertaken from November 2021 – February 2022 when 
wintering waterfowl might be present. The survey period excluded September, October and March which are 
also within the bird wintering period. Intermittent rain was also recorded during the survey on 4th November 
2021. However, due to the number of surveys conducted and lack of wintering waterfowl identified using the 
site it is not considered likely to significantly affect the conclusions drawn within this report.  

It is noted that this report deals with matters of legal significance but does not constitute professional legal 
advice. The Client may wish to seek professional legal interpretation of the relevant wildlife legislation cited in 
this document, which is summarised in Section 1.4. 
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Figure 3.1 Distribution of waterfowl recorded during six wintering bird surveys from November 2021 – February 2022 at Mitchell Way link road, Navigation Quarter, 
Southampton Airport. Numbers reflect bird abundance and arrows, fly over direction. Redwing was additionally recorded at the following OS NGR and flew south-
east: SU 46268 17671  
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4. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

During the six wintering bird surveys conducted from November 2021 – February 2022 at Mitchell Way link 
road, Navigation Quarter at Southampton airport, a small number of waterfowl species were recorded of 
national conservation status and one of international importance. These included black-headed gull, herring 
gull and mute swan. Redwing was also recorded as WCA Schedule 1 listed species and a wintering thrush in 
the UK. All of the gull species have previously been recorded within 1 km of the site and mute swans have 
also been recorded at Lakeside lakes during WeBS in 2019/20. Herring gull, black-headed gull and mute swan 
were only recorded flying over the site. Redwing was recorded feeding within the grassland and scrub habitat 
within the boundary of Mitchell Way link road.  

Based on the surveys conducted at Mitchell Way link road, the site does not provide functionally linked habitat 
for qualifying features of the Solent and Southampton Water SPA and Ramsar site or nationally and regionally 
protected wintering waterfowl. This may be due to the wildlife management activities that the airport is required 
to undertake6 to safeguard aviation safety, and the proximity of other suitable habitat such as the River Itchen, 
Allington gravel pits, wetland and wet grassland to the south/ south-east, plus Lakeside lakes to the west and 
the Solent and Southampton Water estuarine habitat. Therefore, based on the lack of waterfowl activity at the 
site, no further wintering bird surveys are recommended in relation to the proposed development within the 
boundaries of Mitchell Way link road. As redwing were only recorded during one of the wintering surveys, it is 
not deemed key functionally linked habitat that if lost, would impact on the overall population. However, as 
redwing are protected under the WCA and intentional disturbance, if present during construction works, 
mitigation measures will need to be considered to reduce noise disturbance within proximity of potential 
supporting habitat (i.e woodland edge and scrub).  

 

 
6 Civil Aviation Authority. (2017). Wildlife hazard management at aerodromes. CAP 772 
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Great spotted woodpecker 
Dendrocopos major 

Green No Woodland 

Stonechat 
Saxicola rubicola 

Green No Scrub 

Mute swan 
Cygnus olor 

Green No Fly over 

Goldcrest 
Regulus regulus 

Green No Woodland 

House sparrow 
Passer domesticus 

Red, NERC S41 No Woodland, scrub 

Redwing 
Turdus iliacus 

Amber, WCA Schedule 1 No Grassland, scrub 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 
Ricardo Energy & Environment were commissioned by Southampton International Airport Limited to undertake 
wintering bird surveys in relation to proposals to implement a development in the Southampton Navigator 
Quarter area and submit a planning application. The requirement for the wintering bird surveys has been raised 
due to the proximity of the Navigator Quarter to suitable habitat (wetland, open water, river and estuary) and 
potential for the semi-improved grassland habitat present to provide functionally linked foraging habitat.    

This wintering bird survey report has focussed on the Network Rail field present at Navigator Quarter only and 
the potential impact of the proposed development on wintering bird populations, if using the site.  

1.2 SURVEY AREA AND LOCATION 
The Network Rail field site is located on the north-east side of Southampton Airport, centred roughly at 
Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) SU 46376 17800 and is shown in Figure 1.1. The site is 
adjacent to the River Itchen Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and River Itchen Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) and 5.4 km north-east of the Solent and Southampton Water Special Protection Area (SPA), 
Ramsar site and Lee-on-the-Solent to Itchen Estuary SSSI. The Solent and Southampton Water SPA and 
Ramsar site are designated due to supporting wader, waterfowl, tern and gull populations of international and 
national importance including black tailed godwit Limosa limosa, dark-bellied brent goose Branta bernicla 

bernicla common tern Sterna hirundo and Mediterranean gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus.  

The study area broadly comprised the following Phase 1 Habitat Survey1 classification habitats:  

• Semi-improved grassland 
• Broadleaved plantation woodland 
• Dense Scrub  
• Scrub  
• Scrub woodland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Joint Nature Conservancy Council (2010) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey – a technique for environmental audit, ISBN 0 86139 
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Figure 1.1 Survey area at the Network Rail field (red line).  
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1.3 OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the wintering bird survey were to:  

• Identify any legally protected species using the Network Rail field at Navigator Quarter;  
• Identify any nationally, regionally or locally significant species using the Network Rail field at 

Navigator Quarter, including Local Biodiversity Action Plan Species and Species of Principle 
Importance (priority species); 

• Identify key habitat areas for feeding and roosting for those species recorded; and 
• Assess the potential impact of the proposed development on wintering birds using the Network Rail 

field at Navigator Quarter (if present).  

 

1.4 LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 
There are several different acts of legislation and guidance with particular relevance to birds, which are outlined 
below. This is a short summary of relevant legislation and guidance, that should not be considered a definitive 
legal opinion.  

1.4.1 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats Regulations), as amended, provides 
for the designation and protection of a network of 'European sites' (also termed national site network), including 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and SPAs. 

Regulation 43 creates the following offences relating to European Protected Species (EPS): 

• deliberately capture, injure or kill any wild animal of a European Protected Species;  
• deliberately disturb animals of any such species in such a way as to be likely to:  

o impair their ability to survive, breed, rear or nurture their young, hibernate or migrate, or  
o significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they belong;  

• deliberately take or destroy the eggs of such an animal; or  
• damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal.  

1.4.2 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

The Wildlife & Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended) provides for designation and protection of SSSIs, 
which are areas that represent the most valuable habitats in the United Kingdom (UK) for nature conservation. 
In addition, it is the principal legislation affording protection to UK wild birds. 

The Act creates the following offences in relation to wild bird: 

• To intentionally kill, injure, or take any wild bird or their eggs or nests (with exception to species listed in 
Schedule 2).  

• To intentionally disturb species listed on Schedule 1 of the Act whilst building or occupying a nest or 
intentionally disturb their dependent young.  

It also provides a mechanism of making any of the above offences legal, through the granting of licences by 
the appropriate authorities. 

1.4.3 Natural Environmental and Rural Communities Act 2006 

A number of birds feature on the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 20062, 
Section 41 (S41), as species which are of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity 
in England. The Section 41 list is used to guide decision-makers, such as public bodies, including 
local and regional authorities, in implementing their duty under Section 40 of the NERC Act, to have 
regard to the conservation of biodiversity in England, when carrying out their normal functions. 

 
2 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (legislation.gov.uk) Accessed July 2021.  
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1.4.4 Birds of Conservation Concern 

The Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) is a review of the conservation status of all birds occurring regularly 
in the UK. Bird species are classified into the following categories:  

• Red list (high conservation concern) species are those that are globally threatened according to 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) criteria. These include those whose population 
or range has declined rapidly (≥50 %) in recent years and those that have declined historically and not 
shown a substantial recent recovery; 

• Amber list (medium conservation concern) species are those with an unfavourable conservation status in 
Europe. These include those whose population or range has declined moderately (between 25% and 49%) 
in recent years, has declined historically but made a substantial recent recovery, rare breeders and those 
with internationally important or localised populations; and 

• Green list (low conservation concern) species that fulfil none of the above criteria. 

1.4.5 Local Biodiversity Action Plans 

Some bird species are afforded local protection through Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP), which lists 
species of importance in the local area. In relation to the Network Rail field in Navigator Quarter, the 
conservation of habitats supporting any species listed in the Southampton LBAP and also recorded on site 
should be encouraged in accordance with the LBAP.  

 

1.5 LIMITATIONS 
No Wetland Bird Surveys (WeBS) have been conducted within the boundaries of the site. However, WeBS 
peak count data available for Allington gravel pit and Lakeside lakes, which are <1 km from Network Rail field 
will be reviewed to inform the wintering bird report on localised activity. In addition, bird records from Hampshire 
Biodiversity Information Centre have been reviewed as part of the desk study. 

The survey visits at Network Rail field were undertaken from November 2021 – February 2022 when wintering 
waterfowl might be present. The survey period excluded September, October and March which are also within 
the bird wintering period. Intermittent rain was also recorded during the survey on 4th November 2021. 
However, due to the number of surveys conducted and lack of wintering waterfowl identified using the site it is 
not considered likely to significantly affect the conclusions drawn within this report.  

It is noted that this report deals with matters of legal significance but does not constitute professional legal 
advice. The Client may wish to seek professional legal interpretation of the relevant wildlife legislation cited in 
this document, which is summarised in Section 1.4. 
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Figure 3.1 Distribution of waterfowl recorded during six wintering bird surveys from November 2021 – February 2022 at Network Rail field, Navigation Quarter, 
Southampton Airport. Numbers reflect bird abundance and arrows, fly over direction.  
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4. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

During the six wintering bird surveys conducted from November 2021 – February 2022 at the Network Rail 
field, Navigation Quarter at Southampton airport, a small number of waterfowl species were recorded of 
national conservation status. These included black-headed gull, herring gull, lesser black-backed gull and 
moorhen. All of the gull species have previously been recorded within 1 km of the site and moorhen have also 
been recorded at Lakeside lakes during WeBS in 2019/20. Gulls were largely recorded flying over the site with 
limited feeding or loafing activity observed. Moorhen was heard outside of the site boundary, within wetland 
habitat to the south-east of the Network Rail field.  

Based on the surveys conducted at Network Rail Field, the site does not provide functionally linked habitat for 
qualifying features of the Solent and Southampton Water SPA and Ramsar site or nationally and regionally 
protected wintering waterfowl. This may be due to the wildlife management activities that the airport is required 
to undertake6 to safeguard aviation safety, and the proximity of other suitable habitat such as the River Itchen, 
Allington gravel pits, wetland and wet grassland to the south/ south-east, plus Lakeside lakes to the west and 
the Solent and Southampton Water estuarine habitat. Therefore, based on the lack of waterfowl activity at the 
site, no further wintering bird surveys or associated mitigation measures are recommended in relation to the 
proposed development within the boundaries of Network Rail Field.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Civil Aviation Authority. (2017). Wildlife hazard management at aerodromes. CAP 772 
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Chaffinch 
Fringilla coelebs 

Green No Woodland 

Greenfinch 
Chloris chloris 

Red No Woodland 

Linnet 
Linaria cannabina 

Red, NERC S41 Yes Grassland 

Goldfinch 
Carduelis carduelis 

Green No Woodland 

Nuthatch 
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Green No Woodland 

Green woodpecker 
Picus viridis 

Green No Woodland 

Great spotted woodpecker 
Dendrocopos major 

Green No Woodland 

Mistle thrush 
Turdus viscivorus 

Red No Woodland 

Jackdaw 
Corvus monedula 

Green No Woodland 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 
Ricardo Energy & Environment were commissioned by Southampton International Airport Limited to undertake 
wintering bird surveys in relation to proposals to implement a development in the Southampton Navigator 
Quarter area and submit a planning application. The requirement for the wintering bird surveys has been raised 
due to the proximity of the Navigator Quarter to suitable habitat (wetland, open water, river and estuary) and 
potential for the semi-improved grassland habitat present to provide functionally linked foraging habitat.    

This wintering bird survey report has focussed on the North-East field present at Navigator Quarter only and 
the potential impact of the proposed development on wintering bird populations, if using the site.  

1.2 SURVEY AREA AND LOCATION 
The North-East field is located on the north-east side of Southampton Airport, centred roughly at Ordnance 
Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) SU 46093 17643 and is shown in Figure 1.1. The site is adjacent to 
the River Itchen Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and River Itchen Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
and 5.4 km North-East of the Solent and Southampton Water Special Protection Area (SPA), Ramsar site and 
Lee-on-the-Solent to Itchen Estuary SSSI.  The Solent and Southampton Water SPA and Ramsar site are 
designated due supporting wader, waterfowl, tern and gull populations of international and national importance 
including black tailed godwit Limosa limosa, dark-bellied brent goose Branta bernicla bernicla common tern 
Sterna hirundo and Mediterranean gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus.  

The study area broadly comprised the following Phase 1 Habitat Survey1 classification habitats:  

• Semi-improved grassland 
• Broadleaved plantation woodland 
• Dense scrub  
• Scrub  
• Scrub woodland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Joint Nature Conservancy Council (2010) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey – a technique for environmental audit, ISBN 0 86139 
636 7 
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Figure 1.1 Survey area at the North-East field (red line).  
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1.3 OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the wintering bird survey were to:  

• Identify any legally protected species using the North-East field at Navigator Quarter;  
• Identify any Nationally, regionally or locally significant species using the North-East field at Navigator 

Quarter, including Local Biodiversity Action Plan Species and Species of Principle Importance 
(priority species); 

• Identify key habitat areas for feeding and roosting for those species recorded; and 
• Assess the potential impact of the proposed development on wintering birds using the North-East 

field at Navigator Quarter (if present).  

 

1.4 LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 
There are several different acts of legislation and guidance with particular relevance to birds, which are outlined 
below. This is a short summary of relevant legislation and guidance, that should not be considered a definitive 
legal opinion.  

1.4.1 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (Habitats Regulations), as amended, provides 
for the designation and protection of a network of 'European sites' (also termed national site network), including 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and SPAs. 

Regulation 43 creates the following offences relating to European Protected Species (EPS): 

• deliberately capture, injure or kill any wild animal of a European Protected Species;  
• deliberately disturb animals of any such species in such a way as to be likely to:  

o impair their ability to survive, breed, rear or nurture their young, hibernate or migrate, or  
o significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they belong;  

• deliberately take or destroy the eggs of such an animal; or  
• damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal.  

1.4.2 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

The Wildlife & Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended) provides for designation and protection of SSSIs, 
which are areas that represent the most valuable habitats in the United Kingdom (UK) for nature conservation. 
In addition, it is the principal legislation affording protection to UK wild birds. 

The Act creates the following offences in relation to wild bird: 

• To intentionally kill, injure, or take any wild bird or their eggs or nests (with exception to species listed in 
Schedule 2).  

• To intentionally disturb species listed on Schedule 1 of the Act whilst building or occupying a nest or 
intentionally disturb their dependent young.  

It also provides a mechanism of making any of the above offences legal, through the granting of licences by 
the appropriate authorities. 

1.4.3 Natural Environmental and Rural Communities Act 2006 

A number of birds feature on the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 20062, 
Section 41 (S41), as species which are of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity 
in England. The Section 41 list is used to guide decision-makers, such as public bodies, including 
local and regional authorities, in implementing their duty under Section 40 of the NERC Act, to have 
regard to the conservation of biodiversity in England, when carrying out their normal functions. 

 
2 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (legislation.gov.uk) Accessed July 2021.  
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1.4.4 Birds of Conservation Concern 

The Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) is a review of the conservation status of all birds occurring regularly 
in the UK. Bird species are classified into the following categories:  

• Red list (high conservation concern) species are those that are globally threatened according to 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) criteria. These include those whose population 
or range has declined rapidly (≥50 %) in recent years and those that have declined historically and not 
shown a substantial recent recovery; 

• Amber list (medium conservation concern) species are those with an unfavourable conservation status in 
Europe. These include those whose population or range has declined moderately (between 25% and 49%) 
in recent years, has declined historically but made a substantial recent recovery, rare breeders and those 
with internationally important or localised populations; and 

• Green list (low conservation concern) species that fulfil none of the above criteria. 

1.4.5 Local Biodiversity Action Plans 

Some bird species are afforded local protection through Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP), which lists 
species of importance in the local area. In relation to the North-East field in Navigator Quarter, the conservation 
of habitats supporting any species listed in the Southampton LBAP and also recorded on site should be 
encouraged in accordance with the LBAP.  

 

1.5 LIMITATIONS 
There are no bird species records publicly available within the site boundary to conduct a desk-based 
assessment. For example, no Wetland Bird Surveys (WeBS) have been conducted within the boundaries of 
the site. However, WeBS peak count data available for Allington gravel pit and Lakeside lakes, which are <1 
km from North-East field will be reviewed to inform the wintering bird report on localised activity.  

The survey visits at North-East field were undertaken from November 2021 – February 2022 when wintering 
waterfowl might be present. The survey period excluded September, October and March which are also within 
the bird wintering period. Intermittent rain was also recorded during the survey on 4th November 2021. 
However, due to the number of surveys conducted and lack of wintering waterfowl identified using the site it is 
not considered likely to significantly affect the conclusions drawn within this report.  

It is noted that this report deals with matters of legal significance but does not constitute professional legal 
advice. The Client may wish to seek professional legal interpretation of the relevant wildlife legislation cited in 
this document, which is summarised in Section 1.4. 
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Figure 3.1 Distribution of waterfowl recorded during six wintering bird surveys from November 2021 – February 2022 at North-East field, Navigation Quarter, 
Southampton Airport. Numbers reflect bird abundance and arrows, fly over direction.  
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4. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

During the six wintering bird surveys conducted from November 2021 – February 2022 at the North-East field, 
Navigation Quarter at Southampton airport, a small number of waterfowl species were recorded of international 
and national conservation status. These included black-headed gull, herring gull, water rail, cormorant, greylag 
goose and woodcock. Water rail, woodcock, herring gull and black-headed gull have previously been recorded 
within 1 km of the site and Canada goose, greylag goose and cormorant have also been recorded at Lakeside 
lakes and Allington gravel pits, during WeBS in 2019/20. Gulls and geese were largely recorded flying over 
the site with limited feeding or loafing activity observed (only herring gull). Water rail was heard within wetland 
habitat present south-east of the site boundary and woodcock was flushed out of scrub habitat present within 
the site boundary.  

Based on the surveys conducted at North-East field, the grassland habitat does not provide functionally linked 
habitat for qualifying features of the Solent and Southampton Water SPA and Ramsar site or nationally and 
regionally protected wintering waterfowl. This may be due to the wildlife management activities that the airport 
is required to undertake6 to safeguard aviation safety, and the proximity of other suitable habitat such as the 
River Itchen, Allington gravel pits, wetland and wet grassland to the south/ south-east, plus Lakeside lakes to 
the west and the Solent and Southampton Water estuarine habitat. Adjacent wetland and scrub habitat does 
support woodcock and water rail although in small numbers. Therefore, based on the lack of waterfowl activity 
at the site, no further wintering bird surveys or associated mitigation measures are recommended in relation 
to the proposed development within the boundaries of the North-East field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Civil Aviation Authority. (2017). Wildlife hazard management at aerodromes. CAP 772 
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Canada goose 
Branta canadensis 

Green No Fly over 

Woodcock 
Scolopax rusticola 

Red No Scrub (flushed during 
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Water rail 
Rallus aquaticus 

Green No Wetland (heard outside of 
site boundary) 

Cormorant 
Phalacrocorax carbo 

Green No Fly over 

Goldcrest 
Regulus regulus 
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Grey heron 
Ardea cinerea 

Green No Fly over 

House sparrow 
Passer domesticus 

Red, NERC S41 No Woodland 

Skylark 
Alauda arvensis 

Red Yes Grassland 

Pheasant 
Phasianus colchicus 

Green No Grassland 
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Corvus monedula 

Green No Woodland 

Red kite  
Milvus milvus 

Green Yes Fly over 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

Ricardo Energy & Environment were commissioned by Southampton International Airport Limited to 

undertake a Bat activity survey in relation to proposals to implement a free port development to the 

north east of Southampton Airport in the area known as the Navigator Quarter area. 

A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA)), including a Phase 1 walkover survey and desk study was 

undertaken in June 2021 and the results were presented in a formal PEA report. The PEA report 

provided general advice on ecological constraints associated with this project and included 

recommendations for a detailed bat activity survey of the working area and immediate surroundings, 

the results of which are presented in this report. 

1.2 STUDY AREA AND LOCATION  

The Navigator Quarter site (approximate central NGR: SU 46093 17643) is located on the north east 

side of the Airport runway north of the Itchen Valley park and south of Barton park industrial estate in 

Eastleigh, Southampton and is shown in Figure 1.1.  

The study area broadly comprised the following Phase 1 Habitat Survey1 classification habitats:  

• Semi-improved grassland 

• Broadleaved plantation woodland 

• Dense Scrub  

• Scrub  

• Scrub woodland. 

 

 

 

  

 

1 Joint Nature Conservancy Council (2010) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey – a technique for environmental audit, ISBN 0 
86139 636 7 
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Figure 1.1 Proposed works location. 







Navigation Quarter: Bat Survey Report   Report for Southampton Airport   Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

 

Ricardo | Issue 1 | 22/12/2022  5 

 

Figure 2.1 Bat transect route including 12 listening stops which were stopped at for five minutes each.  
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Figure 2.2 Static bat detector locations for each survey, labelled with the bat detector number 
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2.2 LIMITATIONS 

Light rain was recorded during two surveys on the 27th July 2021 at 22:08 for 10 minutes, as well as on 

the 9th June 2022 at 21:20 for five minutes. Despite the light rain which can impact bat activity, the 

activity recorded on those transects was considered to be a normal level and therefore the weather was 

not considered a limitation.  

During the second June static survey, static detector 3 failed to record. However as two more detectors 

were used per month enough data was recorded over the active season that static detector 3 failing did 

not cause a significant loss of data. During the July static surveys the detectors were not moved in 

between transect surveys meaning there was one long round of surveying (17 days) rather than two 

rounds. This is not considered to be an issue as over the survey period the whole site was well covered 

by static detectors. During the first August static survey static 1 failed to record, this does not cause any 

significant data loss. During the October surveys static detector 1 failed to record, however as two more 

detectors were used per month and enough data was recorded over the active season that static 

detector 1 failing does not cause a significant loss of data. On average detectors were left to record for 

longer than the suggested five day period therefore more data could be collected to mitigate any data 

loss from static detector issues.  

This report deals with matters of legal significance but does not constitute professional legal advice.  

The Client may wish to seek professional legal interpretation of the relevant wildlife legislation cited in 

this document, which is summarised in Appendix 1.   

 

 














