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1.0 Introduction:  

I am  Chris Anderson, and I bring 25 years of expertise in the arboricultural industry. I am 
a qualified Professional Tree Inspector and a technician member of the Arboricultural 
Association. Additionally, I hold a NEBOSH certificate. This report confidently integrates 
essential health and safety considerations. 
 
Reference materials used within this survey from Principles of Tree Hazard Assessment 
(Dr David Longsdale) -The Body Language of Trees (Claus Mattheck and Helge Breloer), 
Diagnosis of Ill Health Trees (R.G Strouts and T.G Winter) 
 
1.1 Scope:  

Jack Hildebrandt from JH Tree Services has instructed me to conduct a visual tree 
inspection on all stand-alone trees and a negative inspection on all others within 
Kensington fields and report all findings. 

• All stand-alone trees will be identified as a new numbered silver tag attached at 
breast height. 

• All trees on site are to be visually inspected by looking at the available tree 
attributes and is only a visual inspection. 

• Trees will be inspected, and detailed findings will be added to tree survey data, 
along with all work recommendations, times scales and following inspection 
dates. 

1.2 Target risk: 

The area around a tree where the whole tree or parts of the tree may fail and come into 
contact with people or property from naturally occurring events or poor management. 
If there isn’t anybody or structures in the target zone, there is no risk of injury or damage 
when the tree falls. The more people in the target zone, the greater the risk of 
people/property being hit by a falling limb or a whole tree. Target zones around trees can 
be classified as follows: 

• Low-risk target zone: Places seldom frequented or near any property.  
 

• Medium-risk target zone: Places visited occasionally, have a low population 
density, or are near the property. 
 

• High-risk target zone: Places where people can be expected most of the time or 
at some times, e.g., assembly areas, footpaths, tracks, desired lines, roads, car 
parks, work/activity areas, any other building/structure, or any place that is 
frequented by people including buildings/structures in frequent use. Due to how 
premises are used, target zone assignment should be reviewed, and changes 
should be made if the risks change. 

The person who controls the land or premises or occupies it must show a duty of 
care towards anyone entering the land in relation to the dangers presented due to 
the state of the land or premises. In short, all care must be taken, as is reasonable, 



Page 4 of 25 
 

to ensure third parties will not suffer injury or damage. This might include erecting 
warning signs to alert anyone to possible danger or perceived risk. This is known as 
Occupiers’ Liability. All works recommended within this report must be carried out 
due to the above act. 

1.3 Overview: 

A visual inspection was conducted on 22 young to semi-mature trees located within the 
grounds of Oakleaf Place. Three trees along the southern boundary were recently 
removed, and eco plugs were inserted into two of these stumps to stop regeneration. 
 
All trees within the survey's scope have been assigned a unique identification number 
displayed on a silver tag affixed approximately 1.5 meters above the ground on each 
trunk. This identification number corresponds to the mapped trees in the 
accompanying survey documentation. The recorded locations of the trees are accurate 
to within one meter of their actual positions on site. 
 
In consideration of health and safety standards and the ongoing development of the 
trees, all findings and recommendations outlined in this survey must be reasonably 
adhered to within the designated timeframe on the survey comments.  
 
My professional assessment is that the trees inspected fall within the medium category 
target zone due to their size, condition, location, and frequency of people. 
All the trees inspected have been well maintained according to British standards 
BS3998. Other trees require general maintenance for good tree management. 
 

1.4 Synopsis: 
 
• All trees surveyed are not within a conservation area; however, T8: Lime is 

protected with a Tree preservation order (TPO) from the information I have 
received. 

• All the trees have been surveyed and are in normal condition based on age and 
location.  

• Trees T1, T3, T4, T7, T6, T8, T11, T18, T20, and T21 require work, and 
recommendations are found on Page 1.9, Tree survey work analysis.  

• T6: Norway maple and T8; Lime requires re-pollarding. I have advised this due to 
the overall condition of both trees. 

• Trees T20 and T21 require removal to ground level. Tree T20 exhibits a fungal 
infection at and around the base of the trunk, accompanied by weeping sap that 
has turned brown. This condition indicates a likelihood of failure at this point. 
Tree T21, in contrast, possesses a loose and defective root system that will 
inevitably result in the tree's failure. 

• T4 is equipped with a low-voltage aerial-bound conductor (LV: ABC-240 volts) 
that traverses its vicinity. Due to the proximity of the aerial bundled conductor 
(ABC), only contractors qualified in utility arboriculture are permitted to work on 
this tree. 
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• I have formally reported the third-party Ash tree located on the western boundary 

to Hampshire Highways' tree department as it is their responsibility due to the 
concerns regarding its overall condition. I have been informed that the highways 
department has conducted an inspection of this tree, and it has now been 
recorded in their system. 

 
1.5 Contractor and legal requirements: 

Suitably qualified, insured, and experienced contractors must conduct tree works and 
should conform to guidelines set out in British Standard 3998; however, we can 
professionally advise on recommendations for contractors. 

Trees covered by Tree Preservation Orders or within a Conservation Area require 
permission or consent from your Local Planning Authority (LPA). It is necessary to gain 
confirmation from the LPA of any TPOs or CAs on the site and to follow the necessary 
application procedure if tree surgery or felling is required for protected trees. Full 
planning consent will, however, override the need for a separate application, providing 
that details of all tree works were included in the submission and subsequently 
approved by the local authority. 

You do not need consent from the local LPA if you remove Dead Wood, but I always 
advise you to inform the local LPA out of courtesy and professionalism.  

Under normal circumstances, it is a criminal offence to disturb or destroy - intentional 
or unintentional - the nesting sites of wild birds or the roost sites of bats under the 
'Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 and the 'Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000'. 
There was no visual activity of any bat roost or nesting birds, but this does not indicate a 
non-presence at the time of this survey. 

Therefore, avoid carrying out significant tree work during the bird nesting season (mid-
March to the end of July) and ensure that trees are professionally surveyed for signs of 
bat roosts and bat activity before starting any tree work. However, all trees have the 
potential to be bat habitats and are not always easy to spot. 

1.6 Disclaimer:  

The trees referred to in this report are living entities and, therefore, are subject to natural 
processes. They will also be subject to environmental changes caused by human 
activities and weather conditions. The inspection relies on visual attributes of tree 
health and structure (body language of trees by David Lonsdale), which can be 
assessed from a ground-based inspection. Hidden defects which are not readily visible 
may not be detected. Therefore, I cannot wholly guarantee the condition and safety of 
the trees inspected beyond what can be reasonably assessed from the procedure. 

This report is valid for one year from the date of receipt. 

 

END OF REPORT. 
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Chris Anderson, TechArborA  

8th December  2024 
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1.7: MAP 
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1.8: General tree assessment (detailed) 
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1.9: Tree Survey Work Analysis 
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1.10: Reinspection dates  

It is recommended that all trees be reinspected in November 2026, two years from the 

survey date. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


