Ecology response for F/25/100265 16 ULLSWATER AVENUE, WEST END, SOUTHAMPTON,
SO18 3QU

Change of use of the land from open space to residential and the construction of a garden
shed (retrospective)

Gregg Chapman
29/10/25

This site is adjacent to West End Copse SINC which is designated as ancient and semi-natural
woodland (1A/1B). There are records of bats and badgers nearby and the site is in an amber
impact risk zone for great crested newts.

Previous applications and appeals for change of use from open space to residential use have
been refused. The most recent application was in 2018. The Design and Access statement
maintains that the applicant has been using this area as garden space for at least 10 years.

The already installed garden shed is located in the northeastern corner of the property away
from the ancient woodland boundary.

Eastleigh Borough Council does not permit development within 20 m of ancient woodland or
SINC boundaries. However, the existing house is already less than 20 m from the SINC
woodland boundary and the DAS states that the applicant is amenable to a condition
removing permitted development rights so as to prevent any further built form on the land.

There are no ecological reasons to refuse this application. As it is a retrospective application
it is not subject to the requirement of 10% biodiversity net gain however biodiversity
enhancements will be required in accord with Local Plan policy DM 11 and NPPF (December
2024) paragraphs 187d and 192 b. A bat box and a swift nest box may be appropriate for
this site.

The Bat Conservation Trust recommends installing a bat brick/box at least 4 m above the
ground, away from artificial light sources, sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the
sun for part of the day, facing south, south-east or south-west. (https://www.bats.org.uk >
our-work > putting-up-your-box)

Swift nest boxes are best positioned under the eaves or on walls facing north, northeast or
north-west out of direct sunlight, five metres above the ground, with clear adjacent airspace
so swifts can access them in a high-speed direct flight.
(https://www.swiftconservation.org/Nestboxes%26Attraction.htm )

Additional information is available at:

https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/in-your-garden/article/31, planting for bats

https://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-
03/WAG16%20Bats%20updated%202022%20WEB.pdf - Stars of the Night guide to attract
bats into your garden

https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/plants-for-pollinators



https://www.swiftconservation.org/Nestboxes%26Attraction.htm
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/in-your-garden/article/31
https://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-03/WAG16%20Bats%20updated%202022%20WEB.pdf
https://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-03/WAG16%20Bats%20updated%202022%20WEB.pdf
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/plants-for-pollinators

https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bat-boxes

https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/nesting

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-
birds/nestboxes/nestboxes-for-small-birds/

https://www.swift-conservation.org/OurLeaflets.htm

https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/help-hedgehogs/hedgehog-homes/

www.bats.org.uk/resources/guidance-for-professionals/landscape-and-urban-design-for-
bats-and-biodiversity

https://ptes.org/my-garden/

https://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/foodplants.php

Lisa Malter

Ecologist
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