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The non-statutory designated sites for nature conservation within 1 km of the Site identified in the desk study are provided in 
the table above.

3.4 Habitat Table
All habitats assesed on Site during the field survey are captured in the table below. The baseline habitat map and the baseline 
map (with Habitat IDs) are in Appendix G. A table of all habitats including all data fields, can be found in Appendix H. As the 
Site used the Small Sites Metric, no habitats required a condition assessment, so no condition criteria summary tables are 
provided within this report. Site photos are provided in Appendix K.
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� ,- '�- /�'�,,V��� -�-,MV�+(��%2V�+��,V(�V� ���,-V)(-�'- �%V�(+V�'��'��&�'-V�'�V�+��- ('V��- / - �,N
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7NžŽVPos� 	e�elopmen� �cenario

��e pos�Ōde�elopmen� �inal ��� Plan res�l�s in a ſƁīƄƄƣ �pli�� in areaŌ�ased �a�i�a�Ĭ �i�� no c�ange in �edgero� �a�i�a� and or 
�a�erco�rse �a�i�a�s gi�en ��eir �ero �aselineĬ mee�ing ��e manda�ory žŽƣ ��� re��iremen�ī �� ac�ie�ed ��is �ia ��e crea�ion o� 
�odi�ied grassland o�er ��e �aseline �n�rod�ced s�r�� �a�i�a�ī This Modified grassland will be seeded using a locally sourced 
wildflower seed, comparable to Mix EM2 Standard General Purpose Meadow Mixture (https://wildseed.co.uk/product/
mixtures/complete-mixtures/general-purpose-meadow-mixtures/standard-general-purpose-meadow-mixture/), or EM2F 
Standard General Purpose Wild Flowers (https://wildseed.co.uk/product/mixtures/wild-flower-only-mixtures/standard-
general-purpose-wild-flowers/) or similar, and managed as recommended by the seed provider.

Pos� 	e�elopmen� �a�i�a�s are depic�ed in Appendi� Mī
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Appendix L: Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA)  
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1. Introduction 
This appendix provides supplementary information for the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) 
undertaken as part of the combined BNG and PEA assessment. 

For project background, site description, and legislation details, please refer to: 

• Section 1: Introduction (main report) 

• Section 1.3: Legislation (main report) 

• Appendix A: Legislation and Policy (main report) 

1.1 Report Validity 
 
See Section 1.4 of the main report for report validity information. 
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2. Methodology 
2.1 Desk Study 
 
For desk study methodology, please refer to Section 2.2 of the main report. 

Additional PEA-specific desk study elements included: 

• A biological records search for non-statutory designated sites and protected and notable 
species records within 10 last years was undertaken of an area within a 1 km radius of the Site. 
This was commissioned from Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC). 

• Search for protected and notable species records within 1 km of the Site. 

• Assessment of habitat connectivity and potential ecological corridors. 

 

2.2 Field Survey 
 
For general field survey methodology, please refer to Section 2.3 of the main report. 

PEA-specific survey elements included: 

• Extended Phase 1 habitat survey methodology 

• Assessment of habitat suitability for protected and notable species 

• Incidental recording of any evidence of protected species 

• Identification of invasive non-native species 

 

2.3 Survey Limitations 
 
For general limitations, please refer to Section 2.6 of the main report. 
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3. Results 
3.1 Designated Sites 
 
For designated sites information, please refer to: 

• Section 3.1: Designated Habitats Inventory (main report) 

• Section 3.2: Statutory Designated Sites (main report) 

• Section 3.3: Non-Statutory Designated Sites (main report) 

 

3.2 Habitats 
 

For detailed habitat descriptions and mapping, please refer to: 

• Section 3.4: Habitat Table (main report) 

• Appendix H: Habitat Plans (main report) 

• Appendix I: Detailed Habitats Table (main report) 

 

3.3 Protected and Notable Species Overview 
 
The table below provides an evaluation of ecological features identified or potentially present within 
influence of the Site in the context of relevant legislation and policy which may be a constraint to the 
Proposed Development, as well as opportunities to enhance these features as part of any BNG design 
that is progressed. 
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Ecological Feature Nearest Desk Study Record Distance, Date and 
Direction from Site 

Evaluation Relevant Legislation or 
Policy 

Associated Target 
Note(s) 

Next Steps 

Statutory designated 
sites for nature 
conservation 

Valley Park Woodlands is the nearest Local Nature Reserve 
Site, located 1.68 km to the North-West of the Site. 
The River Itchen, which is designated as a Special Area of 
Conservation and a Site of Special Scientific Interest, runs 
from North to South. The nearest point of the river is 
located 3.23 km to the east of the Site. 

Given the distance from designated sites and the scale 
and nature of the proposed development, no direct or 
indirect adverse effects on protected ecological features 
are anticipated. The Site is also not hydrologically 
connected to The River Itchen. 
No adverse effects are anticipated, and the sites are not 
mentioned further in this report. 

Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017  
(as amended); Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) 

- None 

Non-statutory 
designated sites for 
nature conservation 

The desk study identified seven Sites of Importance for 
Nature Conservation (SINCs) within 1 km of the Site. The 
closest of these was Freespace Hicknor Hill SINC, a public 
green space, located approximately 38 m to the east of the 
Site. 

Given the proximity of Freespace Hicknor Hill to the Site 
further mitigation and precautionary working measures 
are recommended. 

Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 
2016–2036; 
Eastleigh Borough Council 
Biodiversity Strategy 2024-
2034 

- Further mitigation is 
required, see section 4 
below. 

Lowland Mixed 
Deciduous Woodland 

The Site is surrounded by areas of Lowland Mixed 
Deciduous Woodland, one being Hut Wood, located 
approximately 18 m West of the Site boundary. 
Another parcel, known as Cox’s Rough, is located 
approximately 211 m South of the Site. 

No direct adverse impacts are anticipated from the 
development. 
However, its proximity presents an opportunity to support 
ecological connectivity through the incorporation of 
native planting. 

Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities (NERC) 
Act 2006 Section 41 

- Incorporate native 
planting to enhance 
connectivity with adjacent 
woodland. See Section 4. 

Invasive non-native 
species 

The desk study returned 45 records of invasive non-native 
species within 1 km of the Site. The closest accurate record 
was for Red Oak (Quercus rubra) approximately 333 m 
South-West of the Site. 

No non-native invasive species were identified within or 
adjacent to the Site and given the distance of the closest 
records, they are not considered a constraint. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 Schedule 9; The Invasive 
Alien Species (Enforcement 
and Permitting) Order 2019 

- None. 

Invertebrates The desk study returned 40 records of notable 
invertebrates within 1 km of the Site. The closest of which 
were silver-washed fritillary (Argynnis paphia) and white 
admiral (Limenitis camilla) approximately 210 m west of the 
Site. 

No notable invertebrate species were observed within the 
Site during the field survey. 
The habitats present on Site are not considered suitable 
for supporting a diverse assemblage of invertebrate 
species as they lack microhabitats and structural 
diversity. 
No adverse impacts to invertebrate populations are 
anticipated and these are not mentioned further. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 Schedule 5; 
Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017; 
NERC Act 2006 Section 41 

- None 

Amphibians The desk study returned no records of amphibians within 1 
km of the Site.  

No evidence of amphibians was observed during the field 
survey. 
Habitats on Site were not considered suitable for 
amphibians and no waterbodies were identified within 
500 m of the Site boundary. 

Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017;  
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 Schedule 5; NERC Act 
2006 Section 41 

- None 

Reptiles Desk study data identified 10 records of reptiles within 1 km 
of the Site. The closest of which were for common lizard 
(Zootoca vivipara) and slow worm (Anguis fragilis) 
approximately 114 m and 133 m east of the Site, 
respectively; associated with Freespace Hicknor Hill SINC. 

No field evidence of reptiles was recorded within the 
survey area during the Site visit. 
The Site provides low suitability for reptiles due to its 
small size, managed habitats, limited vegetation cover, 
and lack of habitat connectivity. 
The proposed development is unlikely to have any 
significant impact on reptiles due to the absence of 
suitable habitat. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 Section 1; NERC Act 
2006 Section 41; 

- None 

Birds Desk study data identified 150 records of notable and 
protected bird species within 1 km of the Site. There were 
39 records within the same 1 km grid square as the Site, of 
these the following were Priority species (Schedule 41, 
(HMSO, 2006)): Hawfinch (Coccothraustes 

No field evidence of breeding or notable bird species was 
recorded within the survey area during the Site visit. 
The Site provides poor-quality habitat for birds, with 
minimal vegetation and limited features suitable for 
nesting, shelter, or foraging. 

Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017; 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 Schedule 5; NERC Act 
2006 Section 41 

- None 
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Ecological Feature Nearest Desk Study Record Distance, Date and 
Direction from Site 

Evaluation Relevant Legislation or 
Policy 

Associated Target 
Note(s) 

Next Steps 

coccothraustes), Lesser Redpoll (Acanthis cabaret), 
Skylark (Alauda arvensis), Tree Pipit (Anthus trivialis), 
Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus), Cuckoo (Cuculus 
canorus), Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella naevia), 
Woodlark (Lullula arborea), Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa 
striata), House Sparrow (Passer domesticus), Bullfinch 
(Pyrrhula pyrrhula pileata), Ring Ouzel (Turdus torquatus) 
and Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus). 

The proposed development is unlikely to have any 
significant impact on birds due to the absence of suitable 
habitat within the Site. 

Bats The desk study returned five records of bats within 1 km of 
the Site, comprising of Brown Long-eared Bat (Plecotus 
auritus), Long-eared Bat species (Plecotus sp.) and 
Common Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus). 

No field evidence of bats was recorded within the survey 
area during the Site visit. The Site provides low suitability 
for bats due to its predominantly hardstanding surface, 
limited vegetation, and lack of connectivity to surrounding 
habitats. The proposed development is unlikely to have 
significant adverse effects on protected species due to 
the Site's low ecological value and limited habitat 
availability, however precautionary working measures 
should be employed to prevent interference with 
foraging/commuting bats. 

Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017; 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 Schedule 5; NERC Act 
2006 Section 41 

- Further mitigation is 
required, see section 4 
below. 

Hazel dormouse The desk study returned six records of hazel dormouse 
(Muscardinus avellanarius) within the Site and its immediate 
surroundings. 

No field evidence of hazel dormouse was recorded within 
the survey area during the Site visit.  
The Site has negligible suitability for hazel dormouse due 
to the lack of dense, species-rich hedgerows or well-
structured woodland typically required for foraging, 
nesting, and dispersal. 
The proposed development is not anticipated to result in 
significant adverse effects on hazel dormouse. 

Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017; 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 Schedule 5; NERC Act 
2006 Section 41 

- None 

Otter The desk study returned no records of otter (Lutra lutra) 
within the Site or its immediate surroundings. 

No evidence of otter was observed during the field survey, 
and no suitable riparian habitat or connectivity to 
freshwater features was identified. 

Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017; 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 Schedule 5; NERC Act 
2006 Section 41 

- None 

Water vole The desk study returned no records of water vole (Arvicola 
amphibius) within the Site or its immediate surroundings. 

No evidence of water vole was observed during the field 
survey, and no suitable watercourse or bankside 
vegetation was present. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 Schedule 5; NERC Act 
2006 Section 41 

- None 

Badgers The desk study returned 1 record of badger 
 (Meles meles) was recorded approximately 790 m to the 
West of the Site. 

No field evidence of badger was recorded within the 
survey area during the Site visit. 
The Site provides low suitability for badgers due to the 
lack of suitable foraging habitat, sett-building 
opportunities, and connectivity to surrounding habitats. 
The proposed development is unlikely to result in direct 
impacts on badgers, as the species is not currently using 
the Site and suitable features are absent.  

Protection of Badgers Act 
1992 

- None 

White clawed crayfish The desk study returned no records of white-clawed 
crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) within the Site or its 
immediate surroundings. 

No evidence of white-clawed crayfish was observed 
during the field survey, and there are no suitable aquatic 
habitats within or adjacent to the Site. 

Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017 

- None 

Hedgehogs The desk study returned eight records of hedgehog 
(Erinaceus europaeus) the closest of which was 
approximately 790 m to the North of the Site. 

No field evidence of hedgehogs was observed during the 
Site visit and habitats are not considered suitable given 
their urban and managed nature. 

Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities (NERC) 
Act 2006 – Section 41 

- None 
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4. Evaluation and Recommendations 
The table below outlines the recommended next steps in respect of relevant survey, mitigation or 
enhancements identified for sites and species associated with the Proposed Development.  Mitigation 
measures may have certain constraints associated with them and should be factored into construction 
plans at the earliest stages to reduce potential delays. 
 
Below are some possible ecological enhancements which could be applied to the Site to enhance the 
overall biodiversity value for a range of species. 
 

• Bats: Bat boxes can be installed on mature trees (e.g. Schwegler 2F). These should be installed 
on south-facing elevations and near areas of vegetation like hedgerows or treelines, to provide 
foraging and commuting routes. New hedgerow planting and tree lines could be incorporated 
into the design to improve commuting routes. 

• Nesting Birds: Bird boxes for a range of species could be fixed on trees on north/east-facing 
elevations. Examples of boxes include the Schwegler 1B, or equivalent (for 
Blue/Marsh/Coal/Great tits) and Schwegler 1SP, or equivalent (for House sparrows). Grassland 
retained on-site could be managed to include a varied sward height to encourage invertebrates 
and small mammals as prey for a range of birds.  

 
Below are some possible general good practice measures for proposed works. 
 

• Tool and Machinery Usage: Limit machinery usage to clearly demarcated areas to prevent 
unnecessary habitat damage, damage to ground flora, and topsoil erosion. Ensure no machinery 
is utilized within the Root Protection Zones of trees (these should be fenced where protected 
trees are present). 

• Pollution Control: Ensure spill kits, bunds, and suitable containment systems for fuels and 
chemicals are in place prior to works to prevent contamination of land. Silt fences should be 
erected along waterways or ponds if adjacent to the works, to prevent runoff. Chemicals and 
fuel should be stored away from any sensitive habitats.  

• Lighting: Lighting necessary for works should be kept to a minimum level and directed 
downwards and away from areas of dense vegetation and trees (where possible), to reduce its 
impact on bats, and warm spectrum lighting should be used. 

• Wildlife Management: For works involving excavations, these should be closed overnight or 
escape ramps provided for small mammal species. Excavations should be checked each 
morning prior to works commencing to ensure no animals are present. Should any protected or 
priority species be encountered during works, works should cease, and a suitably qualified 
ecologist consulted on how to proceed and whether a Natural England protected species 
license may be needed.
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Ecological Receptor Mitigation/ Further Survey Enhancements 

Non-statutory designated 
sites for nature conservation 

A Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) should be produced to provide specific 
measures to protect the Freespace Hicknor Hill SINC from negative impacts during construction.  

Enhancements could include planting native species to improve habitat quality and support local 
biodiversity. 

Lowland Mixed Deciduous 
Woodland 

No further surveys or mitigation are required, but native planting and boundary enhancements are 
recommended to support habitat connectivity. The same measures as detailed in the CEMP will also 
apply to ensuring no damage is done to the woodland habitat. 

Enhancements could include native planting and boundary landscaping to strengthen ecological 
connectivity with nearby woodland habitats. 

Bats No further survey is required for bats due to the site's low suitability and absence of field evidence. Use 
low-level, directional lighting around the EV station with warm-colour LEDs (<3000K) and motion sensors 
to avoid continuous illumination and minimise light spill into adjacent habitats. 

Enhancements could include planting native species to improve habitat quality and attract 
invertebrate prey populations for bats to forage. 
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Appendix M: Post Development Habitats Plan 
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