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1.  Statement of purpose

1.1.  The purpose of this method statement is to detail what actions need to be taken
to ensure the construction of 49 residential dwellings and associated infrastructure and
landscaping at Land west of Allbrook Way, Eastleigh does not cause any unacceptable

damage to the trees to be retained within this site and in the adjacent properties.

1.2.  This method statement has been drawn up to comply with Condition no. 3 of
the planning permission (RM/24/98388) granted by Eastleigh Borough Council, which

states:

“‘Notwithstanding the information submitted to date, no development related works
shall take place on site until a final Arboricultural Method Statement, to include full
details of supervision activities and reporting methods, is submitted to and approved
in writing by the Local Planning Authority, The approved document shall be adhered to
in full accordance with the approved plans and may only be modified subject to written

agreement from the Local Planning Authority. .”

1.3. This method statement has been drawn up to comply with the
recommendations of British Standard BS 5837:2012, Trees in relation to design,

demolition and construction — Recommendations.

1.4. Details of the trees can be found in the tree survey schedule at Appendix 1.
Their locations are shown on the tree protection plan (SJA TPP 25561-041b) at
Appendix 2.

1.5. This statement is designed to reflect the principles of the proposed layout as
far as these relate to the protection of trees to be retained and should not be read as

a definitive engineering or construction method statement for this development.’

1.6. The key words and phrases used in this statement are defined in Table 1 below.

Reference should be made to the architect or structural engineer over any matters of construction detail,
specification, engineering performance standards or regulatory requirements, relating to structures, surfaces or
underground services to be constructed. As arboricultural consultants, Simon Jones Associates Ltd. can accept
no liability for any matters relating to the structural integrity or engineering performance of structures, surfaces or
underground services described, proposed or eventually constructed. The responsibility for satisfying any Health
& Safety requirements relating to any operations described in this method statement remains with those
commissioning or undertaking the operations concerned.
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Arboricultural
consultant

Arboricultural expert instructed by the developer to oversee the retention and protection
of trees adjacent to the development site.

Arboricultural
monitoring

Regular inspections of retained trees by the arboricultural consultant, to monitor their
health and condition; and to inspect the effectiveness of the tree protection measures
implemented.

Arboricultural
supervision

Pre-arranged attendance on site of appointed arboricultural consultant for the duration
of specific construction activities that could otherwise result in unacceptable damage to
retained trees. Whilst on site the consultant will control, supervise and where
appropriate assist in the undertaking of these activities.

Construction
Exclusion Zone
(‘CEZ)

Area based on the root protection area (RPA), normally surrounded with protective
fencing, from which access is prohibited during development works.

Ground boarding

Temporary ground covering, designed to prevent compaction of soil in which significant
roots of retained trees are growing.

Protective fencing

Temporary fencing, erected for the duration of demolition and construction activities;
designed to prevent access and disturbance to the trunks and root protection areas of
trees.

Pruning

The removal of living or dead parts of a tree, especially branches, to reduce size, to
maintain shape, health, safety, or to regulate growth.

Root Protection

The minimum area around a tree deemed to contain sufficient roots and rooting volume
to maintain the tree’s viability, and where the protection of the roots and soil structure is

e (-] treated as a priority.
Tree Protection Drawing based upon the finalised proposals; showing trees for retention and illustrating
Plan (‘TPP’) the tree and landscape protection measures.
Table 1: Key words & phrases
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2. Summary of arboricultural measures

2.1. The tree protection fencing will be accurately set out in accordance with the
approved plans. Once the layout is confirmed, the fence will be installed to the required
specification as set out on the tree protection plan at Appendix 2. Following
installation, an arboricultural consultant will attend the site to inspect the fence and if
the specification or location of these items does not comply with the approved plans,
the arboricultural consultant will inform the developer and fencing contractor, and
adjustments will be made. Once compliance is achieved, the arboricultural consultant
will ‘sign off’ the tree protection measures to the contractor and copy this (in writing)
to the client. The council’s tree officer will then be invited if required to inspect the

completed installation prior to commencement of any further works.

2.2. A copy of this method statement shall be supplied to all site personnel who have
control over works of any nature within the Root Protection Areas (RPAs) of trees to
be retained, or within the footprints of their canopies. The contractor will provide
adequate instruction on its implementation for all relevant staff. This instruction will be
in the form of a ‘toolbox’ talk from the arboricultural consultant, detailing the required

tree protection methodologies.

2.3. The arboricultural consultant shall directly supervise all significant works that

have to be undertaken within RPAs. These include:

. Preliminary thrust boring of drainage

. Excavation within RPAs for site preparation, soil re-profiling, SUDs storage
crates and drainage run installation;

. construction of above soil surfacing including PROW links and raised
earthworks banking.

2.4. The project or site manager will give the arboricultural consultant at least 48
hours written notice of the date of intended construction of any proposed buildings or
structures, underground service runs, or areas of hard surfacing that are within the

RPAs of any of the trees, so that he/she can attend.

2.5. Other minor Works within the RPA’s will be forwarded to the arboricultural

consultant to assess and confirm if additional arboricultural supervision is required.
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Felling and pruning

2.6. The six trees to be removed (nos. 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 81) and sections of groups of

trees (G2 & G7) at the proposed entrance shall be felled and disposed of.

2.7. Of the retained trees, 13 shall be pruned to the specification as detailed on the
TPP at Appendix 2.

Protective fencing

2.8. Construction exclusion zones (CEZs) shall be established via the installation of
protective fencing of the specification set out at Section 3 below, and located as shown

by bold blue lines on the tree protection plan (TPP) at Appendix 2.

2.9. No activity will take place within the Construction Exclusion Zones (“CEZs”)
behind the fencing: no equipment or materials will be stored, and no vehicles, plant or
personnel shall enter these areas. Ground levels will not be changed within them, and
existing vegetation and topsoil will be left undisturbed, other than the works outlined
in this report.

Ground protection

2.10. To avoid soil compaction and the resulting impairment of tree root function, the
ground between the protective fencing adjacent to the trees nos. 80 to 83 of various
species, and the footprint of the adjacent proposed buildings or garage structures shall
be covered by appropriate ground protection, in accordance with the
recommendations at Section 6.2.3 of BS 5837:2012. The places where this is to be
done are bold diagonal pink hatch on the TPP.

Manual excavation

2.11. All excavation works, within RPAs including directional drilling / thrust boring,
shall be conducted under direct on-site arboricultural supervision. Any roots
encountered shall be cut cleanly by said consultant and then covered to prevent
desiccation. These areas are shown by yellow cross hatching on the TPP.

Above soil surfacing

2.12. Where new hard surfacing within RPAs is to be installed above the existing soil
level, as denoted by orange honeycomb hatching on the TPP, they will be
constructed to a ‘No Dig’ detail as approved under Condition 14 (Prow Links), this is

in line with British standards, and no excavation will occur. The replacement footbridge

SJA Arboricultural Method Statement
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adjacent to tree no. 66 will be installed at the same time as the new surface and utilise

existing post holes wherever possible to minimise the need for excavation. If any

excavation is required this will be undertaken to the specification as outlined on the

TPP at Appendix 2. Machinery will not be used unless it is situated on ground

protection to prevent soil compaction.

Phasing and supervision

2.13. All of the protection measures set out above will either be checked by an

arboricultural consultant upon installation of the fencing or supervised directly during

the works (Manual excavation, above soil surfacing) where identified on the tree

protection plan. These proposed sequence of works (relevant to tree protection) are

setin in Table 2 below.

Arb.
Order |Works supervision
required:

1 Installation of tree protection fencing and ground protection. Yes

2 Site meeting - upon completion of protective fencing installation. No

3 Ground preparation, including superised excavation and soil Yes
reprofiling of site levels within the RPAs of trees nos. 76, 78 & 79.

4 Installation of underground senvices (pipes and SUDs crates) Yes
within the RPAs of trees nos. 56, 57, 58, 64 & G7.
Excavation for parking bays and pavements within the RPAs of

5 Yes
trees nos. 9, 34 and 35.
Installation of footpaths and other hard surfaces within RPAs of

6 trees nos. 3, 40, 53, 64, 66, 104, 105 and G7 and replacement Yes
foot bridge within the RPA of tree no. 66.

7 Clearance of machinery/materials from site, reinstatement and No
landscaping.

8 Removal of tree protection fencing and ground protection No

9 Clearance of machinery/materials from site, reinstatement and No
landscaping

Table 2: Sequence of works (relevant to tree protection)
SJA Arboricultural Method Statement
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3. Protective fencing

3.1. No site clearance, ground preparation, or construction shall commence on site,
and no demolition or construction vehicles or plant will enter the site until the RPAs of
the trees to be retained have been safeguarded by the erection of protective fencing
to the specification recommended in BS 5837:2012, Section 6.2.2, as shown in Figure
2 of that document (see Figure 1 below).

3.2. The protective fencing will be located in the positions shown by the continuous
bold blue lines on the TPP.

Figure 2 Default specification for protective barrlar
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Standard scaffold poles

Heavy gauge 2 m tall galanized tube and welded mesh infill panels
Panels secured to uprights and cross-members with wire ties
Ground level

T o P W R —

Uprights driven into the ground until secure (minimum depth 0.6 m)
Standard scaffold clamps

Figure 1 Protective fencing

(Based on Figure 2, BS 5837: 2012)

3.3. The protective fencing will not be moved or re-located without the prior approval

of the arboricultural consultant. It will only be removed once all construction works are
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completed: the arboricultural consultant will be informed in advance of when it is

intended to remove the fencing.

4. Construction of hard surfaces and soil level increases

4.1. To prevent unacceptable root damage, proposed footpaths and other areas of
hard standing located within the RPAs of tree nos. 40, 53, 64, 66, 104 and 105 shall
be constructed to the specification given below, in accordance with the
recommendations of Section 7.4 of British Standard BS 5837. An illustration of these

principles can be found at Figure 2 below.

4.2. The installation of these features, where achievable will be undertaken towards
the end of the main development phase, and ideally during the landscaping phase.
Where necessary, protective fencing may only be ‘temporarily’ removed, immediately

prior to the installation of the proposed surfaces, to the specifications detailed below.

4.3. Within RPAs there shall be no lowering of existing soil levels and no digging will
be undertaken: all parts of proposed hard surfaces shall be constructed above existing
ground level. This is to ensure that roots are not severed, soil is not compacted, and
oxygen can continue to reach roots beneath the engineered surface. No stripping of
turf or topsoil shall be undertaken: herbaceous (non-woody) vegetation should be cut
as close to ground level as possible and be raked off by hand; shrubs will be grubbed
out using hand tools, and tree stumps will be ground out rather than dug or grubbed

out.

BOmm brick paviors or setts
30mm compacted sharp sand&
perforated geowekh —
aggregate, minimum 1 5mm particle size —
Tensar 3520 geogric —

Figure 2 lllustration of a typical above-soil hard surface next to trees.
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5. Reporting Methods

5.1. A comprehensive record of all supervised works will be maintained and made
available upon request by the Local Planning Authority. To arrange access, the Site
Manager should be contacted. Contact information will be made available upon

request.
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Appendix 1

Outline Arboricultural Methodologies
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A1.1. Tree Protection Plan

A1.11. The TPP at Appendix 3 shows the general and specific provisions to be
taken during construction of the proposed development, to ensure that no
unacceptable damage is caused to the root systems, trunks or crowns of the trees
identified for retention. These measures are indicated by coloured notations in areas
where construction activities are to occur either within, or in proximity to, retained trees,
as described in the relevant panels on the drawing.

A1.2. Ground preparation

A1.21. No ground preparation or excavation of any kind, including topsoil
stripping or ground levelling, shall be undertaken until after the installation of the tree
protection fencing (see below).

A1.3. Tree protection fencing

A1.3.1. Construction exclusion zones (CEZs) will be formed by erecting
protective fencing around the RPAs of all on-site trees to the specification
recommended in BS 5837, Section 6.2, prior to the commencement of construction.
This will consist of a scaffold framework comprising a vertical and horizontal
framework, well braced to resist impacts, with vertical tubes spaced at maximum
intervals of 3.5m. Onto this, welded mesh panels should be securely fixed with wire or
scaffold clamps, as shown in Figure 2 of that document. "TREE PROTECTION ZONE -
KEEP OUT" or similar notices will be attached with cable ties to every third panel.

A1.3.2. The RPAs of the off-site trees will also be enforced by the erection of
protective fencing to the same specification, prior to the commencement of
construction, thereby safeguarding them from incursions by plant or machinery,
storage and mixing of materials, or other construction-related activities which could
have a detrimental effect on their root systems.

A1.3.3. The recommended positions of the protective fencing are shown by bold
blue lines on the TPP. The precise positioning of the fencing around the trees will be
considered in conjunction with any other protective hoarding/fencing which may be
required around the site boundary.

A1.3.4. Within the CEZs safeguarded by the protective fencing, there will be no
changes in ground levels, no soil stripping, and no plant, equipment, or materials will
be stored. Oil, bitumen, diesel, and cement will not be stored or discharged within 10m
of any trees. Areas for the storage or mixing of such materials will be agreed in
advance and be clearly marked. No notice boards, or power or telephone cables, will
be attached to any of the trees. No fires will be lit within 10m of any part of any tree.

SJA Arboricultural Method Statement
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A1.4. Ground protection

A141. To allow space for construction and protection from soil compaction
where proposed structures are in close proximity to RPAs of trees to be retained, the
ground between the protective fencing and the footprints of the proposed structures
will be covered by appropriate ground boarding, in accordance with the guidelines of
Section 6.2.3.3 of BS 5837. The locations where these measures will be required are
marked by pink hatching on the TPP.

A1.4.2. For purely pedestrian traffic, scaffold boards (or similar) will be used.
Scaffold boards will comply with British Standard BS 2482: 2009 Specification for
timber scaffold boards and be at least 225mm in width and 38mm thickness; they will
be butted up and attached to each other with wooden battens or metal tie straps, and
laid either on an above-ground scaffold framework, or secured to the ground with steel
pins above a compressible material (a 75mm deep layer of woodchips may be
appropriate) laid on top of a geotextile membrane of an appropriate specification.

A1.4.3. For wheeled or tracked traffic, ground boarding will be designed by a
structural engineer, to take account of the type of soil and the likely loadings.
Temporary aluminium roadway (‘Trakway’ or similar), interlocking plastic tread boards
(“Ground-Guards” or similar), or reinforced concrete slabs may be appropriate. These
will also be laid on top of a compressible material above a geotextile membrane.

A1.5. Manual excavation within RPAs

A1.51. The first 750mm depth of excavations required within the RPAs of the
trees to be retained (as shown by yellow cross hatching on the TPP) will be
excavated and reduced by lightweight plant using a ‘toothless’ grading bucket to
incrementally reduced levels. Upon exposing any significant roots, excavation will then
be undertaken by hand, using a compressed air soil pick if appropriate, or hand tools
and under on-site arboricultural supervision, to safeguard against the possibility of
unacceptable root damage being caused to these specimens. Any roots encountered
will be cut back cleanly to the face of the dig nearest to the tree, using a sharp hand
saw or secateurs, and their cut ends covered with hessian to prevent desiccation.

A1.6. Proposed hard surfaces within RPAs

A1.6.1. Unacceptable damage to the roots and rooting environments of the trees
to be retained during the construction of proposed hard surfaces that encroach within
RPAs will be avoided by building them above existing soil level, to avoid digging and
thus severing of roots; and an appropriate ground covering will be used beneath the
sub-base, to prevent or minimise compaction of the soil. This will be done in
accordance with Section 7.4 of BS 5837. The locations where these measures will be
required are marked by orange honeycomb hatching on the TPP.
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*28 . < = ;o (
Wire ties Weldmesh panels 7 ;% £ i%"’ ] e ) o 4 9%
“E} Stancord scafold oo Installation of 2No storm and foul water N y
Tk andarc scaflold poies " drainage pipes to be undertaken using A //
6 SJA thrust-boring technique, under
White poplar27s V‘ﬁg'te oplar, g “*** supervision of arboricultural consultant, . [ " ) _
avoiding open trench excatvation i | NI S J A site boundary
nglish oak Whit pobla o om )
2 :T:V T G4 p"ev o =y I \/
i White Poplar 42 TPO No. tzhr\r‘l?s’t)»igsfe?::neath o= &
various Whike poplare20 312, G4 oy S (s P |
Clamps o ¢ arboriculturalist g *
1 1 = i’ [23] Silver birch . = ‘ /\y
I Elder Sk S| .
U Uprghts Vihite popla 1] i Y 7% o \ b\ [T ! E 4 ﬁ#
L White popIal’fEE 2 % % - " =
O‘Tm % 4 57 Ty = 14 \/
/ 52771 eyland cypress P e
/V3m o vl 3 58N Z ’ N e Proposed hard surfacing to
Crack willow Silyer birch o \\x S JlA be installed above existing
. NS — j/ / rees . . i
TREE PROTECTION FENCING as shown in BS 5837: . / | soil level; see inset panel
H H ) F Id | o7 —_ cl &
2012, Section 6.2.2 & Figure 2. @ Silver birch - e Nred o, 1eld mapie’>/® 3 // L \H\/
. Various .. 007312, G4 ] o ‘,‘ Ny |
Manual Excavation ST 312 (5 > 7, . Ui
312, G4 “Monterey cypress -
Within root protection areas the first 750mm depth of any excavation, b r’@c—hj\(’z!\/l-l\ A 2 Z E
whether for proposed foundations, hard surfacing, or underground Proposed hoggin path and 63)Monterey cypress 2 X |
services shall be undertaken by hand under arboricultural supervision. replacement bridge to be 6'4-/ 55 a2 X e N
The soil will be loosened with a pick or fork, and then will be cleared J . P g Coat willow 5'Silver birc| //— Field maple % »% J E
from roots with a compressed air soil pick. All roots will be cut cleanly wee: installed post main development 66 ®TPONo TPO No. Sl A
with a hand saw or secateurs. The edge of the excavation closest to and during landscaping phase 312 G4 312 G2 o ) ”
the trees will be covered with hessian sacking to prevent drying out, j /E /
and if necessary be shuttered with an appropriate material to prevent i \/
soil collapse. Where appropriate, the soil beneath this depth may be \Sfl3|\7/ Fbir | 1
sheet piled; and deeper excavation may be undertaken by a machine TPO N — T =S\ \/
provided it works from outside the root protection areas. o B ~ ? SR ] \/ g
312,64 @ = TS » L » ARBORICULTURAL PLANNING CONSULTANTS
Ab Soil Surfaci /J e W Ty \ )M /\/ trees
ove Soil Surfacing ) TPO No. o ? N, MPM —~ \\
N s YN \DM\LJJ(/ \“\ & Y, \ g ' | Project: | Allbrook Way Eastleigh
Proposed hard surfacing within root protection areas (RPAs) of ¢ N _silyer birch T B s J .
retained trees to be constructed in accordance with section 7.4 of BS — » E ti f d SUD t
5837: 2012, Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction - O Va I‘IOUS ® =3 S A xcava I_on Ol propose S crate
Recommendations. Other than the careful removal, using hand tools, O ® 1 |1 /1 J"m attenuation to be undertaken manually, under . )
of any turf layer, surfaces will be installed above existing soil level, or @/ G2 = . s on-site supervision of arboricultural consultant Client: Bargate Homes Limited
no deeper than the base of any existing surfacing it is replacing, so () N k> » /
that the soil is not disturbed and no roots are severed; and an ’s; o >
appropriate ground covering, possibly using a geogrid, a geoweb, or a // nglish eimy @‘ )
combination of the two will be placed beneath the sub-base to ‘ (72 Drawmg: TREE PROTECTION PLAN
minimise compaction of the soil in which tree roots are growing. Edge g / T ., ¥
supports will als_o be mstz_alled above e_mstu_wg s_0|l level. © A nglish elm\ TN Drawing no: SJA TPP 25561-041b
For earthwork 'fill' sub-soils and topsoils will laid by excavator bucket 5 f\ 9 e s 4 \En i ;:im :
with the excavator located outside the RPAs of retained trees and k4 ¢ v, /70# \g o 1 Based o Proposed drainage, levels and service plans
groups and will be 'lightly' compacted by either the excavator bucket — : g = “i /71 English elm £ ased on. 23823 401 G: 23823 200 Rev M: 23823 301 Rev F
or by no more than x3 passes of a 'lightweight' roller not exceeding 1t. Existing mown grass b - - -
J ths retained R 7 . 4 Drawn by: Date of Issue: Scale:
wees P2 FJC Nov 2025 1: 500 @ A1
. . . *7, .')f.
Checked by: ; :
Arboricultural Supervision o .:: ecke yNHK Tel:(01737) 813058 | Sia@siatrees.co.uk
The arboricultural consultant will directly supervise all construction English elm . Tree Cateqo Canopies
works that have to be undertaken within root protection areas. These s e ? [ E G7 noS.. ® 55 U trgeg ® [13] | oftreesto D
include: [15] [13 . Y, - ’ be retained:
1. Location gf protective fencing and ground .protection. English e|m¥[14 7 » Fleld maple 4 @ Category Category Category
2. Construction of above-ground hard surfacing. ES i 112 3 # e 'A' RPA: 'B' RPA: 'C' RPA:
) . N English elnv; ? Z : : :
3. Installation of "Thrust-boring' pits. < \1 Ashy y Va FIous icati
4. All excavations, whether for proposed foundations, hard surfacing, ¥ JEnglish elmi11] 9 Z A Treesto | ~ \\ Protective Indicative | ¢ —
or underground services. %/”@ Z\ Ashl v, N ‘4 be ) -} J 1 fencing: e | pruning ) /7
a e i . removed: — ) line: —
O 1 O m 2 O m 3 O Mm 4‘0 m 5 O m ¢ | \Ash™e Proposed earthworks 'fill' of A h Vanual
E 5 o _ ove Soi anua
Hawthorp £ 7 J up to 150mm 209”‘,”‘ to *?e surfacing: excavation:
s § wee: iNStalled above existing soil
‘s 4.8 - _%;s_ |eve|; see inset pane| For further information refer to the SJAtrees Tree Survey Schedule
/ % Do not scale from this drawing: please check all dimensions on site, and notify us of
Iom-ch‘erry 1 Hazel any discrepancies. SJAtrees (the trading name of Simon Jones Associates Ltd.) cannot be
/F \l /' held responsible for inaccuracies in the topographical plan on which this drawing is based.
% \\ © Simon Jones Associates Ltd. 2025
J Oﬁ:_site treeS and par‘tlal grOUp removal \ O 7 — \ ZPlSsJ%ar;v;r;g is copyright and may not be used or changed without the written consent
1 ¢ 5 O O @A 1 trees subject to off-site works and s278 submission |- 2 st AField aplq SJA Site hoarding and boundary to act as \ This drawing is based on the proposed layout plan shown and referred to above.
M : : SJAtrees authorises its reproduction, without amendment, by the Local Planning
£ &1 Ash o) Y pmes prOteCtlve fenCIng thrOUghOUt development Authority (LPA), and to its posting on the LPA website, to assist in consideration of this
[ - : ap|e application only.

This drawing is designed to reflect only the principles of layout and /or design insofar as
these relate to the protection of trees to be retained, and should NOT be read as a
definitive engineering or construction method statement. Reference should be made to
the architect or structural engineer, as appropriate, over any matters of construction detail
or specification, or any engineering standards or regulatory requirements relating to
proposed structures, hard surfaces or underground services.
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